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16TH ORDINARY SUMMIT OF HEADS OF STATE OF  

THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY 

 
JOINT COMMUNIQUÉ  

 

 

1. THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY HEADS OF STATE, THEIR 

EXCELLENCIES PRESIDENT DR. JOHN POMBE JOSEPH MAGUFULI 

OF THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA, PRESIDENT YOWERI 

KAGUTA MUSEVENI OF THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA, PRESIDENT 

PAUL KAGAME OF THE REPUBLIC OF RWANDA, PRESIDENT 

UHURU KENYATTA OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA, AND H.E. DR. 

JOSEPH BUTORE, 2ND VICE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 

BURUNDI, HELD THE 17TH ORDINARY SUMMIT OF THE EAST 

AFRICAN COMMUNITY HEADS OF STATE AT THE NGURDOTO 

MOUNTAIN LODGE IN ARUSHA, TANZANIA ON 2ND MARCH, 2016.  

H.E. DR. ALI MOHAMED SHEIN, PRESIDENT OF ZANZIBAR, AND H.E. 

JAMES WANI IGGA, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH 

SUDAN WERE IN ATTENDANCE. THE HEADS OF STATE AND 

GOVERNMENT MET IN A WARM AND CORDIAL ATMOSPHERE.  
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2. THE SUMMIT RECEIVED THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF 

MINISTERS COVERING THE PERIOD NOVEMBER 2014 – NOVEMBER 

2015 AND NOTED THE STEADY PROGRESS MADE IN THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMMES OF THE COMMUNITY. 

 

3. THE SUMMIT CONSIDERED PROGRESS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION 

OF KEY OUTSTANDING DECISIONS AND OTHER POLICY ISSUES OF 

STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE TO THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY AND 

NOTED THAT THERE ARE: - COUNCIL DECISIONS/DIRECTIVES THAT 

HAVE REMAINED OUTSTANDING FOR MANY YEARS; DELAYS IN 

RATIFICATION OF PROTOCOLS; AND NOTED THAT THERE ARE 

BILLS ENACTED BY THE EAST AFRICAN LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

THAT HAVE REMAINED UNASSENTED TO.  

 
4. THE SUMMIT DIRECTED THE SECRETARIAT TO AVAIL THE PARTNER 

STATES WITH A LIST OF ALL PROTOCOLS THAT HAVE NOT YET 

BEEN RATIFIED TO ENABLE THE PARTNER STATES EXPEDITIOUSLY 

RATIFY THEM AND DEPOSIT THE INSTRUMENTS OF RATIFICATION 

WITH THE SECRETARY GENERAL BY 30THJULY, 2016. 

 

5. THE SUMMIT DECIDED TO ASSENT TO BILLS WHICH HAVE BEEN 

SUBMITTED TO PARTNER STATES AT LEAST THREE (3) MONTHS 

PRIOR TO THE SUMMIT AND TO WHICH HEADS OF STATE HAVE 

GIVEN NO OBJECTION DURING THEIR ORDINARY SUMMIT.  

 

6. THE SUMMIT DIRECTED THE PARTNER STATES TO IMPLEMENT ALL 

THE OUTSTANDING DECISIONS AND REPORT THE STATUS TO THE 

NEXT SUMMIT OF THE HEADS OF STATE. 
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7. THE SUMMIT DELEGATED ITS POWERS OF APPROVAL OF REVIEWS 

OF THE EAST  AFRICAN COMMUNITY COMMON EXTERNAL TARIFF 

AND THE  EAST  AFRICAN COMMUNITY RULES OF ORIGIN TO THE 

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH  SECTIONS 3,5 AND 

6  OF THE  SUMMIT (DELEGATION OF POWERS AND FUNCTIONS) 

ACT 2007 FOR A FURTHER THREE YEARS WITH EFFECT FROM 2ND 

MARCH 2016.  

 
 

8. THE SUMMIT NOTED THE PROPOSED IMPLEMENTATION 

FRAMEWORK FOR THE EAC INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW AND 

DIRECTED THE COUNCIL TO PROCEED WITH THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROPOSED FRAMEWORK AND GIVE A 

PROGRESS REPORT AT THE NEXT SUMMIT OF THE HEADS OF 

STATE. 

 
 

9. THE SUMMIT DIRECTED THE COUNCIL TO REVIEW THE EAST 

AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (EADB) CHARTER TO STREAMLINE 

IT INTO THE EAC MAIN STRUCTURE. THE SUMMIT FURTHER 

DIRECTED THE SECRETARIAT TO DEVELOP GUIDELINES FOR THE 

CREATION, GOVERNANCE AND REPORTING STRUCTURES FOR ALL 

THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE COMMUNITY.  

 

10. THE SUMMIT DIRECTED THE COUNCIL TO FINALIZE THE WORK ON 

THE MODALITIES REQUIRED TO ESTABLISH A SUSTAINABLE 

FINANCING MECHANISM FOR THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY 

BASED ON VARIOUS OPTIONS, INCLUDING A HYBRID OF A LEVY 

AND EQUAL CONTRIBUTION WITH A COMMITMENT TO INCREASE 
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THE BUDGET, THAT ENCOMPASSES THE PRINCIPLES OF EQUITY, 

SOLIDARITY AND EQUALITY, AND SUBMIT A REPORT TO THE NEXT 

SUMMIT FOR CONSIDERATION. 

 

11. THE SUMMIT RECEIVED A REPORT OF THE COUNCIL ON THE 

NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE ADMISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH 

SUDAN INTO THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY AND DECIDED TO 

ADMIT THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN AS A MEMBER OF THE 

EAC.  THE SUMMIT DESIGNATED THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE 

SUMMMIT TO SIGN THE TREATY OF ACCESSION WITH THE 

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN. 

 

12. THE SUMMIT NOTED THAT THE VERIFICATION EXERCISE FOR THE 

ADMISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOMALIA INTO THE EAC WAS 

NOT UNDERTAKEN, AS PREPARATIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT 

OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOMALIA HAVE NOT YET BEEN FINALIZED. 

THE SUMMIT DIRECTED THE COUNCIL TO UNDERTAKE THE 

VERIFICATION EXERCISE AND REPORT TO THE 18TH SUMMIT. 

 

13. THE SUMMIT RECEIVED A REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

ON PROGRESS ON THE EAC POLITICAL FEDERATION.  THE SUMMIT 

COMMENDED THE PROGRESS THUS FAR AND DECIDED TO 

FINALISE THE MATTER AT THE NEXT SUMMIT. 

 

14. THE SUMMIT TOOK NOTE OF THE PROGRESS AND ROAD MAP 

TOWARDS FINALIZATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE STUDY ON 

AUTOMATIVE  INDUSTRY IN THE EAC REGION; AND DIRECTED THE 
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COUNCIL TO EXPEDITE THE PROCESS AND REPORT TO THE 18TH 

SUMMIT. 

 

15. THE SUMMIT TOOK NOTE OF THE PROGRESS MADE IN PROMOTING 

THE COTTON, TEXTILE, APPAREL AND LEATHER INDUSTRIES IN 

THE REGION AND DIRECTED THE PARTNER STATES TO ENSURE 

THAT ALL IMPORTED SECOND HAND SHOES AND CLOTHES 

COMPLY WITH SANITARY REQUIREMENTS, IN THE PARTNER 

STATES.  THE SUMMIT FURTHER DIRECTED THE PARTNER STATES 

TO CONSIDER BANNING THE EXPORT OF RAW HIDES AND SKINS 

OUTSIDE THE EAC REGION.   

 

16. THE SUMMIT, BEING DESIRIOUS OF PROMOTING VERTICALLY 

INTEGRATED INDUSTRIES IN THE TEXTILE AND LEATHER SECTOR,  

DIRECTED THE PARTNER STATES TO PROCURE THEIR TEXTILE 

AND FOOTWEAR REQUIREMENTS FROM WITHIN THE REGION 

WHERE QUALITY AND SUPPLY CAPACITIES ARE AVAILABLE 

COMPETITIVELY,  WITH A VIEW TO PHASING OUT IMPORTATION OF 

USED TEXTILE AND FOOT WEAR  WITHIN THREE YEARS. THE 

SUMMIT DIRECTED THE PARTNER STATES TO SENSITIZE ALL 

STAKEHOLDERS AND DIRECTED THE COUNCIL TO PROVIDE THE 

SUMMIT WITH AN ANNUAL REVIEW WITH A VIEW TO FAST 

TRACKING THE PROCESS. 

 

17. THE SUMMIT ENDORSED AND LAUNCHED THE EAC VISION 2050. 

THE EAC HEADS OF STATE COMMITTED THEMSELVES TO 

IMPLEMENT THE EAC VISION AND ENSURE THAT BY 2050, THE EAC 
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WILL HAVE BEEN TRANSFORMED INTO AN UPPER-MIDDLE INCOME 

REGION WITHIN A SECURE AND POLITICALLY UNITED EAST 

AFRICA BASED ON THE PRINCIPLES OF INCLUSIVENESS AND 

ACCOUNTABILITY. 

 

18. THEIR EXCELLENCIES THE EAC HEADS OF STATE LAUNCHED THE 

NEW INTERNATIONAL EAST AFRICAN E-PASSPORT AND DIRECTED 

THAT COMMENCEMENT OF ISSUANCE OF THE EA E-PASSPORT 

TAKES EFFECT FROM 1ST JANUARY, 2017; AND IMPLEMENT THE 

PHASE OUT PROGRAMME FOR THE CURRENT EAST AFRICAN AND 

NATIONAL PASSPORTS FROM 1ST JANUARY, 2017 TO 31ST 

DECEMBER, 2018. THE HEADS OF STATE FURTHER DIRECTED 

PARTNER STATES TO UNDERTAKE AWARENESS CREATION 

PROGRAMMES AND OTHER CONTINUOUS OUTREACH 

PROGRAMMES ON THE NEW INTERNATIONAL EA E- PASSPORT. 

 

19. THE SUMMIT, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 42 (2) OF THE TREATY FOR 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE EAC, WITNESSED THE SWEARING 

INTO OFFICE OF MR. YUFNALIS NDEGE OKUBO FROM THE 

REPUBLIC OF KENYA AS THE NEW REGISTRAR OF THE EAST 

AFRICAN COURT OF JUSTICE. 

 

 
20. THEIR EXCELLENCIES THE EAC HEADS OF STATE LAUNCHED THE   

CODE OF CONDUCT TO FIGHT CORRUPTION IN THE PRIVATE 

SECTOR. THE SUMMIT COMMENDED THE COMMITMENT AND 

ASPIRATIONS OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO PLAY A LEADING ROLE 

IN THE INTEGRATION PROCESS. 
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21. THEIR EXCELLENCIES THE EAC HEADS OF STATE AWARDED 

CERTIFICATES TO THE WINNERS OF THE EAC SECONDARY 

SCHOOLS ESSAY COMPETITION 2015.  

 

22. THE SUMMIT APPOINTED MR. LIBERAT MFUMUKEKO FROM THE 

REPUBLIC OF BURUNDI AS THE NEW SECRETARY GENERAL. THE 

APPOINTMENT WILL TAKE EFFECT FROM 26TH APRIL, 2016. THE 

SUMMIT THANKED THE OUTGOING SECRETARY GENERAL, AMB. 

DR. RICHARD SEZIBERA, FOR HIS DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE 

COMMUNITY AND WISHED HIM SUCCESS IN HIS FUTURE 

ENDEAVOURS.  

 

23. THE SUMMIT RENEWED THE CONTRACT OF MR. CHARLES 

JACKSON KINYANJUI NJOROGE AS THE DEPUTY SECRETARY 

GENERAL OF THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY FOR A FURTHER 

THREE (3) YEARS WITH EFFECT FROM 29TH JUNE 2016. 

 

24. THE SUMMIT CLARIFIED THAT H.E. YOWERI KAGUTA MUSEVENI IS 

THE EAC APPOINTED MEDIATOR FOR THE INTER-BURUNDI 

DIALOGUE. THE SUMMIT ALSO APPOINTED A TEAM UNDER H.E. 

BENJAMIN WILLIAM MKAPA FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 

REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA TO FACILITATE THE MEDIATION.  

 

25. THE SUMMIT DECIDED THAT H.E. DR. JOHN POMBE MAGUFULI 

CONTINUES AS THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE SUMMIT FOR A PERIOD 

OF ONE YEAR.  

 

26. THE SUMMIT EXPRESSED ITS SOLIDARITY WITH THE PEOPLE AND 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA FOLLOWING THE 
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ATTACK BY AL-SHABAAB TERRORISTS ON THE KENYA DEFENCE 

FORCES’ AMISOM BASE AT EL ADDE IN SOMALIA WHICH 

RESULTED IN THE DEATH OF KDF SOLDIERS. THE SUMMIT 

CONDEMNED THE ATTACK AND REAFFIRMED THE COMMUNITY’S 

RESOLVE TO COUNTER TERRORISM AND INSECURITY IN THE 

REGION.  

 

27. THEIR EXCELLENCIES, PRESIDENT YOWERI KAGUTA MUSEVENI OF 

THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA; PRESIDENT UHURU KENYATTA OF 

THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA; PRESIDENT PAUL KAGAME OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF RWANDA, AND; JOSEPH BUTORE, 2ND VICE 

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BURUNDI THANKED THEIR 

HOST, HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT DR. JOHN POMBE MAGUFULI 

OF THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA FOR THE WARM AND 

CORDIAL HOSPITALITY EXTENDED TO THEM AND THEIR 

RESPECTIVE DELEGATIONS DURING THEIR STAY IN TANZANIA. 

 
 

 
DONE AT ARUSHA, THIS 2ND DAY OF MARCH, 2016. 

 

 

 

 
………………….............….... 

H.E JOHN POMBE JOSEPH  

MAGUFULI 

PRESIDENT OF THE  

UNITED REPUBLIC OF  

TANZANIA 

 

 

 

…………….................……  

H.E YOWERI KAGUTA  

MUSEVENI     

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC 

OF UGANDA 

 

  

……………………........… 

H.E JOSEPH BUTORE 

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT  

REPUBLIC OF BURUNDI 
 

 

….………..….……..…..….. 

H.E UHURU KENYATTA 

PRESIDENT OF THE  

REPUBLIC OF KENYA 

 

 

……….………………....… 

 H.E PAUL KAGAME 

PRESIDENT OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF RWANDA 

  

 


