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PURSUANT 'TO THL PROVISIONS OF CHAPIER XVIHI OF THE TREATY FOR THE
ESTABLISHMUENT OF THIE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY, THLE PROVISIONS OF THE
PROTOCOI. ON SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURLS ARLE HEREBY SET
FORTH:

PREAMBLE

WHEREAS ihe Republic of Burundi; the Republic of Kenya, the Republic of Rwanda, The
United Republic of Tanzania and the Republic of Uganda are partics to the Treaty tor the
Establishunent of the East Alrican Community (hereinafter refericd to as “the Pariner Sates™);

RECOGNIZING (hat under the provisions of Article 151 ol the Trealy, the Pariner States
undertook to conclude such Protocols as may be necessary in cach arca ol co-operation, which
shatf spell oul the objeciives and scope of, and institutional mechanisms for, co-operation and
infegration;

RECALLING that Articles 105 to 110 of Chapter 18 ol the ‘T'reaty provide for Partner States to
cooperate in agricuituic and food sceurity;

CONSCILOUS that Article 108 of the Treaty provides for cooperation in the control of plant and
animal diseases and Article 38 of the Protocol on the Lstablishment ol the East African
Community Custorus Union requires the Partner States (o take cognisance of cooperation in
sanitary and phytosanitary measures in order to {acilitate trade within the community and other

trading partners;

NOTING that thc barmonisation of sanitary and phytosanitary measures will improve the
human, animal and plant life or health situation in all the Partner States and will ensure the
rational development of the agricultural sector, and increase quality production to ensure food
security and safety and free trade in agricultural products within the Community and other
trading partners;

ACKNOWLEDGING the hmportant contribution of international standards, guidelines and
recommendations as well as barmonisation of sanilary and phytosanitary measures in the
Community;

HEREBY AGREE AS FOLLOWS:
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Article 1
[nterpreiadion
ti this Protocol, exeept where (he context othenwvise reguiies,
“animal” includes mammals, birds, bees, aquatic animals and wild fauna;

“area of low pest prevalence™ mcans an arca, as idenlified by the competent authority, in which a
speeific pest oceurs at low levels and which is subjeet to cffective surveillance, control or
cradication nmeasures;

“biological control agent” mcans a natural cnemy, antagonist or competitor, or other orgaitisim,

used for pest controf;

“border post” means any olficial point of entry or exit, and includes an airport, or any port,
ratbway station or road check-point open to regional and international trade of commodities,
where import food and agricuitural commaodities inspections can be performed;

“Community” means the East African Community established by Article 2 of the Treaty;

“competent authority™ means a govennent institution with the mandate o regulate and enforce
sanitary and phytosanitary measures; ‘

“contaminant” mcans any biological or chemical agent, foreign matter or other substance not
intentionally added to food, which may compromise food safety;

“Council™ mcans the Council of Ministers established by Article 9 of the Treaty,

“infected zonc™ means a zone in which the absence of the diseasc under consideration has not
been demonstrated by the requirements specified in international standards:

“international standards, guidelines and recenunendalions™ means-
(a} for lood safety. the standards, guidetines and recomimendations cstablished by the Codex
Alimentarius Comnission relating to biological, chemical or physical hazards including
food additives, veterinary drug and pesticide residucs, heavy metals, inethods of analysis

and sampling, and codes and guidelines of hygicnic practice;

(b} for animal health and 7oonoses, the standards, guidelines and recommendations
developed under the auspices of the World Organisation for Anitnal Ilealth;

{(c) for plant health, the international standards, guidelines and recominendations developed
under the auspices of the Secretariat of the International Plant Protection Convention in



cooperation  with  regional  organizations  operating  wiihin  the [ramework of the
International Plant Protection Convenbion; and

{d) for other muticrs not covered under paragraphs (a} to (¢), appropriate standards,
guidelines  and  recommendations  promulgated by other relevant international
organizations open tor membership (o alt the Parther Statcs, as may be identified by the
Committee;

“establishment™ means the premises where animals arc kept;

“food™ means any substance whether processed, semi processed or raw, which is
infended for human consumption and includes drinks, chewing gum and any substance
which bas been used in manufacture, preparation or treatment of food but does not
tnclude cosmelics or tobacco or substances used only as drugs;

“food safety™ means assurance that food will not cause harm to the consumer when
prepared and caten according (o ifs intended use;

“fiving modified organisms™ means any living organism that posseses a novel combination
of genetic material obtained through the use of modern biotechnology:
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“modern biotechnology™ means the application of-

(a) in vitro nucleie acid techniques, including recombinant deoxyribonucleic acid
(DNA) and direet injection of nucleic acid into cells or organelles: or

(b} fusion ol cclly beyond the taxonomsic family, that overcome natural
physiologicad reproductive or recombination barriers and that are not lechniques
used in traditional breeding and sclection;

“pest” means any specie, strain or biotype of plants, animals or pathogenic agents injurious 1o
plants, or plant products, animal or animal products;

“pest free arca means™ an area in which a specific pest does not occur as demonstrated by
scientific evidence and in which, where appropriale, this condition is being ofticially maintained,

“plant” means living plants and parts thereofl including seeds and germiplasm;

“plant product™ means un-manufactured material of plant origin including grain, and thosc
manulactured products that by their nature or that of their processing, may crcate a risk for the

introduction and spread of pests;

“plant quarantine facility” means an official station for holding plants or pilant products in

quarantine;
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“risk asscssment” incans the evaluation of the likelibood of entry, establishment or spread of a
pest or discase within the territory of an importing Pariner Stale according to the sanitary or
phytosanitary measurcs which might be applicd, and of the associated potential biological and
econotnic conscquences; or lhe cvaluation of the potential for adverse eflfects on human or
animal health arising from the presence of additives, contaminants, toxins or disease-causing
organisms in food, beverages or feedstufls;

“sanitary and phytosanitary measurc™ imeans any measurc applied-

(a) to protect animal or plant tife or heatth within the territory of a Partner State from risks
arising from the cnfry, cstablishment or spread ol pests, diseases, disease-carrying
organisis or discase-causing organisms;

{b) to proteet huiman or animal file or health within ihe territory ot a Pariner State (ron risks
arising  from  biofogical, chemical and physical  substances  includine  additives,
contaminants, toxing or diseasc-causing organisms:

{¢) to protect human life or health within the territory of a Partner State from risks arising
from discases carried by animals, plants or products thercol, or from the entry,
establishment or spread of pests; or

(d) to prevent or limit other damage within the territory of a Partner State {rom the entry,
establishment or spread of pests;

“Secretariat” means (he Scerelaviat of (he East Alrican Community established by Article 9 of
the Treaty;

“Secretary General”™ means the Scceretary General of the Community provided for under Article
67 of the Treaty;

“surveillance™ means an offteial process which collects and records data on pest occurrence or
absence by survey, monitoring or othcr procedures:

“quarantine station™ mecans a facility under the control of a velerinary authority, where an animal
or group of animals is maintained in isolation, with no direct or indirect conlact with other
animals, in order (o undergo vbservation for a specitied length of time and, if appropriate, tesling
and {rcatmenl

“technical assistance”™ means provision of technologics, research and infrastructure, advice,
credits, donations and granis, (raining and cquipment;

“traccability of animals™ mcans Lhe ability to {follow an animal or a group ol animals during all
stages of its life; and
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“Treaty” means the Treaty [or (he establisinnent of the Last African Comununity,

Ariicle 2
Objectives
The objcctives of this Proiocol arce to-

(a) promote trade in food and agricultural commodities within the Community and
between the Community and other frading partners ;

(b) promote  within the Community, the implementation of the principles on
harmonisation, equivalence, regionalisation, (ransparency and risk assessiment in the
Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phylosanitary Measures;

(c) strengthen cooperation and coordination of sanitary and phytosanitary measurcs and
activities at national and regional level, based on cominon understanding and

application within the Community; and

(d) enhancc the sanitary and phytosanitary status through science based approach in the
Community.

Article 3
Scope of Coaperation

1. This Protocol shall apply tu the Partner States cooperation in the adoption of sanitary and
phylosanitary measures.,

2. For the puposes of paragraph 1, the Partner Siates shall cooperate in the harmonisation of
plant health, animal health and food safely mcasures.

Arlicle 4
Tiani Health
1. The Parlner States nnderfake (o cooperate in matiers ol plant health,
2. For purposcs of paragraph {. the Varther Sades shall -
(a) harmonisc the inspection and certitication procedures of plant and plant products;

(b) regulate the importation, rescarch, development and use of living modified
organising and products of modern biotechnology and biological control agents;
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{c¢) provide a tramework lor the management of pests;
(d} ensure the safc movement of plants and plant products;

{c) build systems {or surveillance, pest listing, pest risk analysis, pest reporting, and
designatton of pest free areas and arcas of low pest prevaience;

(£) provide appropriate facilities and strengthening capacity for undertaking
phylosanitary measurcs,

(g) harmonise impor and export documents and procedures;
(h) harmonise and cnforce plant quarantine measures;

(i} devclop a framework for the design and managonient of plant quarantine facilities;
atiel

(1) harmonise the regisiration, identification and traceabilily of plants and plant products
and agro-inputs.

Article 5
Animal Health

The Partner States undertake Lo cooperale in matiers oi ininal health.

For purposes of poragraph 1. the Parbner Slates shadl -

(a) provide notilication of the exisience of animal diseases through prompt and
transparent sharing of information on trade-sensilive discases as weil as identification

of infected zones;

(b) harmonise the inspection, cerlilication and approval of establishments, hatcheries,
breeding centres, abatloirs, daivies, animal products, and ecdstulT;

(c) develop a framework for the design and managomneni of animal quarantine stations;,
(d) stundardize sanitary documents including inport permits and veterinary certificates;

(¢) harmonise systems for registration, identitication and {raceability of animals and
animal products:

(f} harmonise control of veterinary drugs; and

@) harmonise animal welfare measures.
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Article 6
i‘oud Safety
b, The Partner States undertake to cuoperate in matiers of food safely.
2. Tor purposes of paragraph 1, the Partner States shall -
(a) harmonise lood inspection, certification and approvai procedures;

(b} harmonise safety requiremients for food derived {rom genctically  modificd
Organisms;

{¢) provide guidelines lor the sale moveinent of {yod,
(d) harmonise surveiltance systems for lood-borne hszards in the Community;
(¢) harmonisc the import requitements for (0od |

(0 notify  toud-borac  hazards  (lwough  prompt asd  transparent  sharing  of
information;

{g) haymmonisc and strenplien food traceability systems; and

(h) determine the tolerance levels for additives, contaminants, toxins and disease
causing organisims in (nod.

Articie 7

Compeieat Authorifics

The Partner States shatl designate competent authorities for the purpose of this Protocol.

Article 8§
Border Posts Control

The Partner States undertake to facilitate the smooth movement ol food and agricultural
commoditics by-

(a) identifying and declaring the border posts that permit movement of food and agricultural
commodities across the region;

{b) conducting joint inspection and clearance of food and agricultural comumoditics; and

(¢) developing the infrastructure and building capacity in border posts,
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Articie ¢
Sharing of Information and Exper(ise

The Parlner States undertake to cooperaic in the shating of information and expertise related Lo
sanitary and phytosanilary measures through the establishmient and maintenance of a regional

information management system including-
(a) alist ol contact points for plant health, avimal health and food safety;
(by a portal on sanitary and phytosaniiary mcasures; and
(¢) any other iclevant information.

Arficle 10
Technical Assistance

The Partner States undertake o jointly scek technical assisiance to build capacity for

compliance with sanitary and phytosanitary measures.

Article 11
Harmonization of Policies, Laws and Regulatiouns

. The Partner States undertake to harmonise their policies, laws and programmes to facilitate
the achievement of the objectives of this Protocal.
2. The Council shall issuc dircctives [or purposes of implementing this Article,

Article 12
Institutional Arrangements

The Council shall establish and confer powers and authorily upon such institutions as the Council
may deem necessary (o implement the provisions of this Protocol.

Article 13
Regalations, Directives and Decisions

‘The Council shall from tme (o time make regulations, issuc dircetives und make decisions as
may be necessary for the effective implementation of this Protocol.

10



Article 14
Pispute Seltlcment

Any dispute between twao or more Partner Siales arising from interpretation or application of this

Protocol shall be scttled in accordance with e provisions of the Treaty.

Article [5
Amendment of the Profocol

This Protocel may be amended by the Partner States in accordance with the provisions of Arlicle
150 of the Treaty.

Articte 10
Entry into Foree

This Protocol shall cuter into force upon ratification and deposit of instruments of ratification with
the Secrelary General by all the Pariner States.

Article 17
Depository and Ratification

This Protocol and all instruments of ratification shall be deposiled with the Secretary General
whao shall transmit cortified true copies of the Protocol and instruments of ratificalion to all
the Partner States.

The Scerctary General shall register this Protocol with all regional and internationai
organizations responsible for the implemcentation of sanitary and phytosanitary measures.

IN WITHNESS WHEREQOF, WE, ihe undersigned have appended our signatures hercto

DONE AT . At LISH A .. this /Qtrdl} of‘iu’(('j in the ycarv?—a/g

For and on behall of the  Fer ond on beholl of the  Fov and on behallof the For aned on behall of he  For and on behall of the
Republic of Keuya Repulilic of Hyvwmls Repubiic of Buramdi e Republic of  Republic of Uganda

Tansania
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