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EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY 

18TH ORDINARY SUMMIT OF HEADS OF STATE OF 
THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY 

COMMUNIQUE 

1. THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY HEADS OF STATE, THEIR 

EXCELLENCIES PRESIDENT YOWERI KAGUTA MUSEVENI OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF UGANDA AND CHAIRPERSON OF THE SUMMIT, 

PRESIDENT DR. JOHN POMBE JOSEPH MAGUFULI OF THE 

UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA, DEPUTY PRESIDENT WILLIAM 

RUTO OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA, 1sT VICE PRESIDENT HIS 

EXCELLENCY GASTON SINDIMWO OF THE REPUBLIC OF 

BURUNDI, HON. FRANCOIS KANIMBA, MINISTER OF TRADE, 

INDUSTRY AND EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

REPRESENTING HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT PAUL KAGAME OF 

THE REPUBLIC OF RWANDA, AND HON. AGGREY TISA SABUNI, 

ECONOMIC ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDENT REPRESENTING HIS 

EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT SALVA KIIR MAYARDIT, PRESIDENT OF 

THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN HELD THE 18TH ORDINARY 

SUMMIT MEETING OF THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY HEADS OF 

STATE ON 20TH MAY, 2017 IN DARES SALAAM, TANZANIA. 
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2. THE HEADS OF STATE COMMENDED THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF 

TANZANIA FOR CHAIRING THE AFFAIRS OF THE COMMUNITY FOR 

THE PAST nNO YEARS AND WELCOMED THE NEW 

CHAIRPERSON, HIS EXECELLENCY PRESIDENT YOWERI KAGUTA 

MUSEVENI OF THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA. 

3. THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT MET IN A WARM AND 

CORDIAL ATMOSPHERE. 

4. THE HEADS OF STATE RECEIVED THE ANNUAL PROGRESS 

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS FOR THE PERIOD 

15T DECEMBER 2015 TO 18TH MAY 2017, AND DIRECTED THE 

COUNCIL TO RESOLVE THE OUTSTANDING ISSUES AND REPORT 

PROGRESS TO THE 19TH SUMMIT. 

5. THE HEADS OF STATE CONSIDERED A REPORT ON THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF PREVIOUS DECISIONS OF THE SUMMIT AND 

NOTED THE PROGRESS. THE SUMMIT DIRECTED PARTNER 

STATES AND THE SECRETARIAT TO IMPLEMENT THE 

OUTSTANDING DECISIONS AND THE PARTNER STATES TO 

DEPOSIT WITH THE SECRETARY GENERAL INSTRUMENTS OF 

RATIFICATION OF OUTSTANDING PROTOCOLS BY 

30TH NOVEMBER 2017. 

6. THE HEADS OF STATE NOTED WITH CONCERN THE DECLINING 

INTRA-EAC TRADE AND DIRECTED THE COUNCIL TO RESOLVE 

THE LONG-OUTSTANDING NON-TARIFF BARRIERS AND REPORT 

TO THE 19TH SUMMIT. 
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7. THE HEADS OF STATE NOTED THAT THE REMAINING PARTNER 

STATES THAT HAVE NOT SIGNED THE EU-EAC ECONOMIC 

PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT (EPA) ARE NOT IN A POSITION TO DO 

SO PENDING CLARIFICATION OF ISSUES THEY HAVE IDENTIFIED 

IN THE AGREEMENT. IT WAS HOWEVER AGREED THAT DUE TO 

THIS ACTION KENYA SHOULD NOT BE DISADVANTAGED SINCE 

SHE HAS ALREADY SIGNED THE AGREEMENT. IN VIEW OF THIS 

DECISION, THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA AS 

THE NEW CHAIR OF THE SUMMIT, WAS MANDATED WITHIN ONE 

MONTH TO REACH OUT TO THE EUROPEAN UNION (EU) TO 

COMMUNICATE THE EAC CIRCUMSTANCES. IN THE EVENT THAT 

AN ACCEPTABLE WAY FORWARD IS NOT REACHED WITH THE EU 

WITHIN THE NEXT SIX MONTHS, THE CHAIRPERSON WAS 

AUTHORISED TO EXPLORE THE USE OF VARIABLE GEOMETRY IN 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE EPA BY EAC PARTNER STATES 

WORKING WITH THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. THE SUMMIT ALSO 

AGREED THAT THE EU SANCTIONS ON BURUNDI SHOULD BE 

DISCUSSED ALONGSIDE THE EPA DISCUSSIONS. 

8. THE HEADS OF STATE NOTED THE PROGRESS ON THE ISSUE OF 

SUSTAINABLE FINANCING MECHANISM FOR THE EAST AFRICAN 

COMMUNITY AND DIRECTED THE MINISTERS OF FINANCE TO 

MEET AND FINALIZE WORK ON THE MODALITIES REQUIRED TO 

ESTABLISH A SUSTAINABLE FINANCING MECHANISM FOR THE 

COMMUNITY AND REPORT TO THE 19TH SUMMIT. 

9. THE HEADS OF STATE DELIBERATED ON THE EAC POLITICAL 

FEDERATION AND NOTED THE COUNCIL'S RECOMMENDATIONS. 

THE HEADS OF STATE ADOPTED THE POLITICAL 

CONFEDERATION AS A TRANSITIONAL MODEL OF THE EAST 

AFRICAN POLITICAL FEDERATION AND DIRECTED THE COUNCIL 
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TO CONSTITUTE A TEAM OF CONSTITUTIONAL EXPERTS TO 

DRAFT THE CONSTITUTION FOR THE POLITICAL 

CONFEDERATION AND REPORT TO THE 19TH SUMMIT. 

10. THE SUMMIT APPOINTED ENG. STEPHEN DAUDI MALEKELA 

MLOTE FROM THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA AS DEPUTY 

SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY FOR 

A THREE YEAR TERM WITH EFFECT FROM 20TH MAY 2017. 

11 . THE HEADS OF STATE COMMENDED DR. ENOS S. BUKUKU, THE 

OUTGOING DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL AND WISHED HIM 

WELL IN HIS FUTURE ENDEAVOURS. 

12. THE HEADS OF STATE, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 24 (2) OF THE 

TREATY FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE EAST AFRICAN 

COMMUNITY, APPOINTED JUSTICE DR. CHARLES OYO 

NYAWELLO, FROM THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN AS JUDGE 

TO THE FIRST INSTANCE DIVISION OF THE EAST AFRICAN COURT 

OF JUSTICE AND PRESIDED OVER HIS SWEARING IN CEREMONY. 

13. THE HEADS OF STATE CONSIDERED A REPORT ON THE 

ROADMAP FOR THE ACCELERATED INTEGRATION OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN INTO THE EAC AND NOTED THE 

STEADY PROGRESS OF THE INTEGRATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF 

SOUTH SUDAN INTO THE COMMUNITY. 

14. THE HEADS OF STATE RECEIVED THE PROGRESS REPORT ON 

THE EAC INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW AND NOTED THAT PHASE ONE 

OF THE INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW WAS BEING IMPLEMENTED AND 

DIRECTED THE COUNCIL TO EXPEDITE ITS FULL 

IMPLEMENTATION AND REPORT TO THE 19TH SUMMIT. 
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15. THE HEADS OF STATE RECEIVED A REPORT ON THE 

VERIFICATION FOR THE ADMISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF 

SOMALIA INTO THE EAC. THE SUMMIT DIRECTED THE COUNCIL 

TO FOLLOW-UP ON THE MATTER AND REPORT TO THE 

19TH SUMMIT. 

16. THE HEADS OF STATE RECEIVED A PROGRESS REPORT ON THE 

MODALITIES FOR PROMOTION OF MOTOR VEHICLE ASSEMBLY IN 

THE REGION AIMED AT REDUCING THE IMPORTATION OF USED 

MOTOR VEHICLES FROM OUTSIDE THE COMMUNITY AND 

DIRECTED THE COUNCIL TO FINALIZE THE MATTER AND REPORT 

TO THE 19TH SUMMIT. 

17. THE HEADS OF STATE RECEIVED A PROGRESS REPORT ON THE 

REVIEW OF THE TEXTILE AND LEATHER SECTOR WITH A VIEW TO 

DEVELOPING A STRONG AND COMPETETIVE DOMESTIC SECTOR 

THAT GIVES CONSUMERS BETTER CHOICE THAN IMPORTED 

USED TEXTILE AND FOOTWEAR AND DIRECTED THE COUNCIL TO 

FINALIZE THE MATTER AND REPORT TO THE 19TH SUMMIT. 

18. THE HEADS OF STATE ASSENTED TO THE EAST AFRICAN 

COMMUNITY CUSTOMS MANAGEMENT (AMMENDMENT) BILL 

2016, THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY SUPPLEMENTARY 

APPROPRIATION BILL 2016, AND THE EAC APPROPRIATION BILL 

2016. 

19. THE HEADS OF STATE PRESENTED AWARDS TO THE WINNERS 

OF THE EAC STUDENTS ESSAY COMPETITION, 2016 AND 

COMMENDED THE STUDENTS FOR THEIR INTEREST IN THE 

INTEGRATION AGENDA. 
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20. THE HEADS OF STATE DECLARED THE EAC AS A COMMON 

HIGHER EDUCATION AREA IN ORDER TO HARMONIZE AND 

ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION IN THE REGION. THE 

HEADS OF STATE DIRECTED THE COUNCIL TO OPERATIONALIZE 

THE TRANSFORMATION. 

21. THE HEADS OF STATE RECEIVED A PROGRESS REPORT FROM 

H.E. BENJAMIN WILLIAM MKAPA, THE FACILITATOR OF THE 

INTER-BURUNDI DIALOGUE AND THANKED HIM FOR HIS 

COMMITMENT TO THE DIALOGUE. THE SUMMIT FULLY 

ENDORSED THE ASSESSMENT AND ADOPTED THE REPORT. 

22. THE HEADS OF STATE RECEIVED AN UPDATE AND 

CLARIFICATIONS FROM THE 1sT VICE PRESIDENT OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF BURUNDI ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE 

REPUBLIC OF BURUNDI AND THE INTER-BURUNDI DIALOGUE. 

23. THEIR EXCELLENCIES PRESIDENT YOWERI KAGUTA MUSEVENI 

OF THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA, DEPUTY PRESIDENT WILLIAM 

RUTO OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA, 1sT VICE PRESIDENT HIS 

EXCELLENCY GASTON SINDIMWO OF THE REPUBLIC OF 

BURUNDI, HON. FRANCOIS KANIMBA, MINISTER OF TRADE, 

INDUSTRY AND EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY AFFAIRS OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF RWANDA, AND HON. AGGREY TISA SABUNI, 

ECONOMIC ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 

SOUTH SUDAN THANKED THEIR HOST, HIS EXCELLENCY 

PRESIDENT DR. JOHN POMBE JOSEPH MAGUFULI OF THE 

UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA, FOR THE WARM WELCOME 

AND HOSPITALITY ACCORDED TO THEM AND THEIR RESPECTIVE 

DELEGATIONS DURING THEIR STAY IN DAR ES SALAAM, 

TANZANIA. 

7 



DONE AT DARES SALAAM, THIS 20™ DAY OF MAY, 2017 

R£PU8UCOF 
UGANDA 

UNITED R£PIJBUC OF 
TANZAHIA 

REPU8UC OF KENYA 
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AFFAIRS 

R£PU81..1COF 
RWANDA 

? .. . ..'). 
HOH. AOGREY T1SA 

SABUNI 
ECONOMIC ADIIISOR 
TO THE PRESIDENT 

R£PU8UC OF SOUTH 
SUDAN 


