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CONVENIENCE: President Museveni (third left), Tanzania's President John Magufuli and Rwanda's President Paul Kagame flip through through the 
dummy e-copyies of the East African passpqrt that is to be introduced in January 2017 making cross border movement much easier. 

One·passport for whole reg·ion 
Known as the new generation EAC e-passport. 
the new passport was launched during the 17th 
ordinary Heads of State Summi.t in Arusha Tan­
zania on Wednesday 2nd March 2016. 

A regional passport-is obviously not a new devel­
opment in the EAC. ·The novelty this time is about 
the. _new. features and the usage associated with 

. the.new ge.neration a-passport 

Prior to the recent developments, the East African 
Community launched the East African Passport 
in November 1998 with the aim of simplifying the 
movement of people within the EAC region. Thus. 
since 1998, citizens froin the EAC countries have 
been able to access a special EAC travel docu-, 
ment, which allows them to travel with ease )Nithin 
the regional bloc. It is also a document that em­
boldened East Africans as one people. Its l!SB was 
however limited, because it was not recognis~d 
internationally, meaning that it was not accepted 
as a travel document outside of East Africa. 

In 2004 ,the EAC Council of Ministers directed the 
EAC Sec'retariat to convene a .meeting of Immi­
gration Experts to . .odesign a New Generation EAC 
Pas.sport and to recommend strategies· to make if 
an International travel docum~nt _T.J;1i~;~~s the be­
gil}ning of a journey to the devetopment of an _EAC 
a-passport. Thus, the EAC Partner Stat~s Chiefs of 
Immigration started discussions to-upgrade the 
passport in terms elf enhanced security features 
and to make it usabll:i)or internation;ll trayel; :i.e, ·. 
travel both~ within an"o outsidE! the EAC: Som·e of 

I I 

the constraints identified at the time were that the 
East African Passport did not have adequate secu-· 
rity features; and was therefore not. c~pable of be­
ing issued with the new passp9rt issu)ng systems. 
as required by other States and the International 
Civil Aviation Organisation (IC~O). 

Th~ m~eting of lm'!ligratiOQ. ~~~~~~s .consi~ere~ 
the nE!w generation· passpor~ide.$ign taking- into 
account the current standai d requirements rec­
on:tmended by ICAO for travel documents .. The 

· new design and the technical specifications were 
meant to enhance ~he security of the document 
and upgrade the'EAC e·-Passport to an internation­
ally accepted travel document. 

Thus effe~tive January 2017 _issuance will com­
mence of the e.-passport in the EAC Partner States. 
It will be fully digitised and incorporating biomet­
ric security, maki'ng it fully compliant with inter­
national best practise, and therefore accepted at 
border controls all over the world. This is the de-; 
parture from the old EAC Passport 

Currently, all the EAC member states apart from 
Buru~di use se~ond~generation passports that 
rely on digital ii):laging., w~termar~s - a11q Ultra­
violet IWVJ im~ging as secutlty features. Biometric 
. passports, so'rri~:;iin:i'es calleif'ellpassports or digi­
tal passpo(ts· contain ~dditional security features 
throug~ ~-lrtiplante_cr~tcro-chips· containing facial 
and biometric information of the traveller. The e.­
passport ,Will t~~s tlav~ ·an electronic chip holding 

' the· same Information as-the old model passport, 

alongside a biometric identifier, digital photograph 
of the holder and security features to prevent un­
authorized use and forgery. Once implemented it 
will have the following benefits; 

• Secure jdentification of the traveler 

• Pr.otection again~t i~en_tity thef~ 

. - . 
• Eliminate passport data skimming 

• Regional identity of EAC Partner state citizens; 
proud to be East African. . 

Owing to these security features the new passport 
will make it easier to negotiate visa- free access to 
other countries. enhancing both trade and travel 
from the region:·At the same time. the cornmon 
passport reaffirms the right of EAC citizens to live 
and work in each other's' countries 

A roadlmap has been agreed upon at the regional 
level. Our colleagues at the Ministry of Internal At- . 
fairs (Llirectorate of Citizenship and Immigration · · 
Control) will roll out a programme for issuance of 
the new passport and for the recall of the Nationai 
passpor_t. The process will be replicated across aH 
the partner state until December 2018 when all 
NationaJ passports of individual partner s~ates are 
expected to be phased out 

· E~ith:N. _Mwanje is the the Permanent Secretary 
at the· Uganda Ministry Qf East African.Commu-
nity Affairs - .. ·- . - . 
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The CoiT)mon jMarket is the. second 
~eg.ional . lntegr,ation milestone of the 
East 'African Community (EACJ. which 
has_,been Jn.- f~r~e since 201p, in line 

. with .the ptovis\ons· 9f the EAG Treaty. It 
follows the Customs Union. which be­
came fullylifledged in J~huary ~(no. 

f . . " I . ... . .-.:r. .:c,' , ' ·• 

A--Common .M,rket is Jlo~ever~ oot a. 
n~w phenomep.o11 fo~ Ea~t .Africa. Th~ 

. Eas~ Afric~n: r~~io.n operated one ·l!h­
der th~ forrner fast Afri~an Community· • 
11967.:.19,!7l , wh~qh was very successful 

a~d on,~~ collap~sed with the old EAC, . ' 

To a9celerate. e.conomJc growth and 
development, t means~ that the EAC ' 
Partner Sta~es ail)tain a Iibera( stance -.~--~ 
towards· tne. four Freedoms of move- · 
m·~f1t for:al.t ~ff~.,-ractors of p~oduction _, ~,:; 

.' ••• :, ar:td two Rtg. hl· ... ·b. e. 'tw .. '_ ~.n_· ) h_emselves. · · 
i· :!. Tpese Fr~edo . ~ and, ~1ghts tnc.lude: 

.. ·~ ~Fre0Move~e~t91~ods ' 

, ·Fre: M9vem er ~~ Per~o_n~ . ~-:~ 

·Free Moveme t·of Labour I Workers 
. ~J/:; ·e, ~- . 

:Right of E~tab ishment .. 
·Right of Res'i'd ·nee ·};1 :>>.:· :/·:tv-~ 

r; -' '• , (.,'.:~-.:~]?".-~--. , ~-~ • ." - ~··.:~ .. . ~··~· . .;:~~ ::;;:~e~:~:~- :, .. 
' .:.'": ,,, 1 ,1~·· :_:: :. . /• ·: 

Unc:jerlying the EAC :·c'ommon: Market 
are operatiop* prrn~i~~e~ Of' the Com-
munity,. na.mer, .. .. ' •0: 

·~on-~i~c;i~jration q~ nati6n~ls~- ~~ 
"'.other Parti;i~r Sta.tes .on;grounds of na-

·" t· . . . ••l . . . . t1. on a l,ty; . .. .· .. ,_ -_ • .,,,. ,_ . .. .• :~ .,. 
~·'·I' t ' ~. ' • -t"l: ~ -·- • ~ ..,. ~5: _.2,' -.• 

. ;·E9ual· triatfr}fn~ 'to -nalioa~ts of il~h,eir" ~: . , 
. Partner-§tates , ··~ •·. ·;~ .. -·~ · ::> . '' ' '_ ,. ·~ ,"l r. "- ' ~·i ,· - ~ .. •. · __ :-·._. . ,_·~-

'"' ·~ ·~l)~u~~- .tt~ns'p.~r~ncy in ma~t~r~~~n:: ~; 
i~ t c'e"r'ning~th~ ottJer Pattiie( States~~·nd ·: .•• 

·Share information foJ the smooth im­
plementation of the Pn;ltocot. , 

-~ r:"~ • .,. ; ~•,: .'..., ~~ ... ~!.,!. til-. ~-,-:<li .·"': , -~ 
'/ · The fiVe-member EAE:. which in 2010: 
<::• · started' im.piementihg~. a ~·common 

market'in capital, goods, and services, 
uses i:ncorecard approach· to mea­
sure p(og'res~ · .. (violations of the pro­
tocol provisions in services ate made 
'publi.c on ·the EAG website, which is far ­
more-infQlmati~~ on. progress at inte­

li: ''". gration than webSites for other African 
,,. RIAs) ':'1 · ' "' "~· • , j,- ' ·> ~ ..... ·~ .I • 

.,: ' <:C l .If•. • i 1 j ,~ •< •~">.,;: 

. i:. the E~C .. is also ptorn!)ting.~corripeti- ' 
~;tion in teleoo·mmun'ic; non by banning 

[O~ming charges Within the: region and . 
\OP"•. ~liSSUE!S Single tOUriSt ViSaS .for northern 

"'·~pr~idor co1,mtries (RWanda, Kenya, and 
yganda}. The'EAC is th~ only RIA where 
t~e'"r<!tio of actilal•to potential intra~· 
(egio~~!! tfad

1
~.,h~s rl~e,~ !allowing in­

tegratii:Jtl. , . ';; • 
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