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EAC’s ‘heavy reliance’

on imported fe;

raises concern

By James Karuhanga

THE EAST African region
still relies heavily on 1m-
ported fertilisers, the East
African Legislative Assem-
bly (EALA) heard on Tues-
day.

The issue came up as
MP Christophe Bazivamo
(Rwanda) tasked the East
African Community (EAC)
Council of Ministers, the
central  decision-making
and governing organ of the
EAC, to explain issues re-
garding the region’s com-
mitment to boosting agri-
culture, in general, and the
level of fertiliser produc-
tion.

Bazivamo asked: “Can
the Council of Ministers ex-
plain to this August House
whether we have fertiliser

‘production plants in every
Partner State? What's the
level of production of fertil-

isers in the EAC?”

He noted that in the Ma-
labo Declaration, African
countries committed to al-
locate at least 10 per cent
of their respective budgets
toagriculture, and to elimi-
nate hunger by 2025.

In June 2014, African
leaders met in Malabo,
Equatorial Guinea, where
they adopted the Malabo
Declaration on Accelerated
Growth and Transforma-
tion for Shared Prosperity
and Improved Livelihoods.
The declaration is framed
around key commitments
to transform agriculture
across the continent over
the next decade.

Dr Susan Kolimba, Tan-
zania’s Deputy Minister for
Foreign Affairs who was sit-
ting in as substantive Chair
of the Council, told the As-
sembly that the Kenyan
government is currently in

the process of constructing
a $1.2 billion fertiliser plant
in Eldoret under a public-
private partnership involv-
ing Toyota Tsusho East Af-
rica Company.

Dr Kolimba said: “It is
expected that the plant will
contribute towards signifi-
cant reduction in the cost of
the fertilisers to be manu-
factured and distributed in
Kenya and the EAC bloc.”

Construction works, she
said, will be implemented
in two phases with the first
section expected to be com-
missioned later this year.

Once completed, the fer-
tiliser plants in Eldoret will
produce Nitrogen Potassi-
um Calcium (NPK) Diam-
monium Phosphate (DAP),
urea and Calcium Ammo-
nium Nitrogen (CAN) fer-
tilisers.

In Tanzania, Dr Kolimba
said, Minjingu Organic
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Hyper Phosphate, a high
grade and reactive natural
fertiliser rich in minerals
such as Silica and Calcium,
is produced 106 kilometres
southwest of Arusha, along
the Arusha-Dodoma high-
way.

Minjingu Mines and Fer-
tiliser Ltd has a capacity
of 100,000 tonnes per an-
num. Officials say Minjingu
Rock Phosphate, due to its
unique composition, has
proven to be very beneficial
to cash crops like coffee,
tea, tobacco, and sugar-
cane, particularly in the
acidic soils found in large

parts of Tanzania.
“Minjingu currently ex-
ports beneficiated rock

phosphate to South Africa,
Zambia, Kenya, Uganda,
and Rwanda. The mine re-
cently added a granuliser
plant that adds value by
converting the beneficiated
rock phosphate into ready-
to-use fertiliser. It will pro-
duce 30,000 tonnes of fer-
tiliser annually.” :

Regarding the question
of the level of fertiliser
production in the region
to meet demand by farm-
ers, she acknowledged that
“apart from the on-going
initiatives in Kenya and
Tanzania, EAC still relies
heavily on imported fertil-
isers.”

Uganda, Rwanda and
Burundi currently have no
fertiliser production plants,
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A staffer at a fertiliser depot at Magerwa, a Gikondo-
based public bonded warehouse. The east African
region still relies heavily on imported fertilizers. File,

Dr Kolimba said.

But, according to Bazi-
vamo, increasing availabil-
ity and access to inputs by
farmers is “one of the most
important strategies” to in-
crease agriculture produc-
tion.

Plans for a fertiliser plant
in Tororo, Uganda, us-
ing the naturally available
phosphates are yet to bear
fruit.

Kenya, Tanzania and
Rwanda subsidise their
fertiliser pricing in a bid to
augment fertiliser use to at
least 50 kilogrammes per
hectare per year. Over de-
pendence on imports con-
tinues to push up the prices
and discourage smallhold-
er famers in the region, ex-
perts say.

Dr Charles Murekezi, Di-

rector General of agricul-

ture development at Rwan-
da’s Ministry of Agriculture
and Animal Resources, told
The New Times that local
production remains a chal-
lenge, especially due to lack
of raw materials. :

“We now import approxi-
mately forty metric tonnes
of inorganic fertiliser per
annum as we must contin-
ue increasing agricultural
productivity,”  Murekezi
said.

“It is necessary given the
situation where we have
small pieces of land. We
subsidise for staple food
crops to ensure food secu-

rity.
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Police search for missing journalist

Rodrigue Rwirahira

RWANDA  NATIONAL
POLICE has launched a
search for John Ndabara-
sa, a journalist who went
missing three weeks ago.

Ndabarasa worked as
Chief Editor at Sana Radio,
a Christian radio station.

Speaking to The New
Times yesterday, Celes-
tin Twahirwa, the police
spokesperson, said Police
had opened investigations
into Ndabarasa’'s where-
abouts with initial reports
suggesting that he could
have travelled outside the

country.
“Upon receiving reports
of his disappearance,

the police immediately

launched  investigation
and search especially now
that we hear he might
have travelled outside the
country, we are engaging
members of the family on a
number of details,” he said.

Justin Kagame is a friend
to Ndabarasa.

In an interview, Kagame
recalled that on the eve of
his disappearance on Au-
gust 8, he received a mes-
sage from Ndabarasa, say-
ing he had some business
to do in Kampala, Uganda.

Ndabarasa sent the mes-

,sage while at Gatuna bor-
der, indicating he was to
return the next day, but
since then his phone went
off, said Kagame.

He said that several ef-

forts to reach members of
his family have been futile.

The New Times’efforts to
talk to Ndabarasa’s sister
were also fruitless as her
known number could not
go through.

Ndabarasa, who has
been residing in Gatenga ,
a Kigali suburb, is known
for his passion for music
and history, and has fea-
tured in a song “Rwanda”
with the renowned singer
Massamba Intore. The
journalist has also released
three solo songs, including
Arasesekaye, Nyobora and
Ntituzabibagirwa.
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