
PHONES GOT SOUL
Cllartes Onyango-Obbo 00 Ute end
of I1ypocriSY-1!l1abling 'privacy'
,,]6
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POORMUTEBIl.L.
He took in an orphan. red and clothed

him, and ended up witJ Ia junkie. ",18

OPI
N(}V1~mll1tn-2~,2\)a 15...., .......

hear t.I)~t line nul" r.arrJes I"l\' than 10per wnt of
wb.,t 'I did in Itt be)IdlIy. r ani gt,d to "'!>On how'
ever that for the Om lime In ",-or 100 )U<S, Kenya
.nd Upnda an: bellinnl", 10 lay. ill'W. modem
railwo;r u"e. RWlIIIlI"l.IU~ Ow:undi arc dClennlnc~
to follow su1t.lnvestmeJlls In ener3) ,eneration are
on 1he rtse. taol AIJlCll is det.mll.inOO IlOl be • dart
~ioD. both f\""ralj\'ely and literally.

Do yO\) ~now, MwiUimu•• th"t in•• F.Ao:it iVrl.,.
deddl'd 10 ,",.pen and widen 1U InIOgntiDI~ It.
GDP l. DOW 0\'" floo billion and ....,..mg? (h.c<
700.000 1il1lder)t~1U'C""l'I)J;gd 'q M4 i.",itllUM. of
higbu etlucllll.n Inclu!llnt IG1..unlv.nll.h: •. Tills I.
aAb4rv ..Ise from til!! 160.000 enroned III thI! 199Qj!.
"IlIev pay lDc:aJ fet« aaOO1I lhe r"1;IOn, and 2015 Is
the iarget.y.ar (or lllming Easl.A(rica UlIDa. Co~..
moo Higllet Educadon Art' •.

The.....Wl'Tt th_ who kepI ItlJlDI yDU thai F.a.<t
Afrkan lDl!:I;rL-Jon would .,,>nPfi1Kftl) .. 10 th. det·
rim.nt (l( 'rlUW\n1a and Viands. VI"s e. chlulge,

Richard Sezibcra

Letter from the future to Mwalimu Julius
Nyerere, with whom it all began

SbillluoOO Mwlllimu. Next week, I
the SUmmIt of Heads of State of i
the £ast African CommunllY will
take place in Nairobi, Knny". 'rho l

Cummunily 16currenlly rbaired by OhUl'u ~
J(.,1l)'lItta. PrMidenl. of the Repablli: or
Kt'.ny3. Yes iir, you rw\)' share thLs nc"i"S =_"_~

with l>fzee Kenyntts and M.tee Milton -
Obote when fOil see theru. the I'.ast Atri·
<:an Community did DOt die pertllaDelltI)'
id 19'11: ft bas been resurrected "-nd is
thrilling:

I >.Ill writing to seek )"ur wisdom
and bles$inxs. Yoo see, when th. Summrt
_ lbey wiU be ""libel'll1lng, amo,,<!
uther thhlSSI 01) Ute best way to BtQl't II.
cOD$litution.making proCcss lor th. ~ed·
_",bOD 0( F.art Al'ril:a! Yes; th~ debate I.
bAck. You remember those many YCll.L'S
1130.In 19i13, when you orfered 10 delay
Tanpny!ka"lndepeo~nce II) gn't cbAnc:e
to EastAfrtca to miu Independence "" •
federal ent:~yl

You feared th1l.1.entrenched soll.'eil;lltl'
aM tbe- trappillgi of national authority
wouldblind w to the.trat*bnpenti",.
Qfbuilding a united East Mrk .. cap~ble of
~",mc.sing all its. resources for tile SOcI<>-
a:ull!Jmic tIOwlopmcot OllIS dtluns; You
...ere womtd that Ililn'Ow parodual een-
(erna \I'l!Uld lead to tUG margio.liMno"
of our contln.nL You saw ell!ar(y IhaL 10'
depende_ "ithin Ibe borden or colonial
constr1lC4 would simply reinforce; the co-
lomal enterprtse, marginally ,wealdn, Ill.
rcl~tlonshipbetween tb. fQ1'11lercoloJlIes
and the llldropole, wblle leaving the eo-
lonlol enttl1>lioe mta.t. Well sir. you were
rlght.

can }'DU inugine that fjy 200.~, tbr eo·
~ GDP of I!ast Africa "'as ooly $4() bil-
lion - the ,v('lllth of on, modern high net
,,'orth IndJIIldllo.J1 Th"t our (r",mented
et'Onomies remained stuCk in tbe mud for
~ ~ to prodtHlE mono COltCIII,
-cofr~ <lnd law mIn"",ls (~r the ronsuml'tion of the
W'''"'rD world1 Tl)e barder we wurked. tbe poorer
we bI""""". until Wewere told Uult the only Mlutiiln
,",u 10 roduco: OUrJnv~<tmmlS In h... 1tb, education.
mf",,>;truc\uro and cnoru. W. did """,d l'J.,crocco-
nomic ilisciJllln •• M"''11l1mu, bUI we bnlanc«i our
books nn tho t.kks of the j)O()t. W... -or. too ""'Ik
IDmitt. "'" valiant5lnlJ:&1c ago.Jn,t apartllt'ld 1IllI·
wlthstandinl!- W"a11 "!;Teed to tltke tljc 1D~lcine..

Our CUDI",I leadus 1I~"edcdde<l to re'er,. th,·
trel..t They b""" decided to go bad: 10 the futu ....
Md they iI,re 1lUcceedl.oK· £ast AfrICil.~<nmv a.eu ..
tom,lfnlon, nJl~ we ure slowly "lrDlng it 1"1"'3 Sin
g)e Custom. Territory. 8rymd Ibe rr... mO_leIlt or
lt~ til<' Ttli<m is DOW s_1)' but aurd)' IUtltUI5
inID • C(lmJDaD Madt .. , a.?d plAOS "'e undorwa,y
to build. l!onetory Unim} Slll.... d In""'ttIlCllts In
infraatructul'< a"" tabling mOOlCnllUll.Rl'member
when )011 <10<1"""10 In\'est Ul the Ta:zara ntUwav
apill.l all opposrrJonl YOUmay b. $~dd~ned to

plus c'esI fa meme chose... Y<'$. we do
Ipeak Prendund Chinese, In addition
10.~abili. onr IiJlaua rranrn ..Bot I1lY
IIj)OIQg)csMWllllmll I forgot to inform
JOlt that 8urundl and Rwon<Ia ""'.DOW
... mbers of the Comnmnity. Vou. reo
m.mb~r I?e .pan.AItic.ul dl~cllsslon8

~_--: )'011 u~ed to ba.c with 'rlnce LouIs
__..._...., l\w"""""" of BunondJ and ~1Wam1

Mntara RudabJgwl of 1\wanda? The
van Africnn .seeds they planLed hILvi)
come to (ruitiml.

But I eli"""", There_stlll .... some
people who are fur~ted. on Inrn.·l!AC
r.oml>f.tlflon rather tban eo opcmtiol1.
'l'hey-wWld 1iJ<eto see more ""rrient IV
mode. The _ .... refuse l(.I see, (or
_ruple. that T.anZIi.Dia 11M recorded
(I", -r8$lQ8t 17"wtJl in Intre-1!AC ex-
POrts. till! Uganda, Rwanda a.oiI Bu-
nodi ~ all seen !heir exports I"
Kenya and !he rest of .Bast Africa I!"QW
They fail to apprl!('i ate tbut !:;Mya Is
now.a mIIlor $00"'" of "forel"," clirect
lnvestmr11. in the EAt, dbpJlICing tIk:
Western powor. o( ycsteryeru .•·rh~tln·
tra·EAC tr.de.l1M rI""" to over 26 Iltr
cm.frvUl less thlll to per cent a dec·
adi: ago - and !hat it is qualitath'ely
beuer tM11 ltll4le with tlw rest; of the
World, <omisting or trade In IIltJoe add·
ed proclucts. and not the "' .. malc!tI.
als we u-pon '" the west, !he East; Ibe
North and tl,~South.

Whon we show them the data, tIley
<ha.~ the "'""" <:i the debate, raJ&.
ilQ;" the bogey DC land. DO JOIl .know.
¥w.limll. that ill recog"ltl(lh of tM
M!lUitlvlty o(!.and ownership. useand
~Dt, the East MriCllJl Cc>m.
DlOOMmet P.rotocnl hAAmnde it vee)'
cle", •h"II'IfUl~• n"llormJ It.d D<lt an
Enst African Isrue? V.t. "",rth..,.. "r
rear ....hlp up. tI,.. poopIes' """'001".
Lbat olber Jl:ut Mrlel.ll$ "'" unly Imer-

c~l.d in tRl<iI1';OV~1'Ibclt Ii"id. They re(\Jse to see It
AS • focto. <:i pcoductlOO. dualling-aU au.mpls at
... Uting it pro6loe "',",lth for tbtIr D.l1lons or tile
"-'lII0n. They get di~~y,trying 10wnllrllackwarcls on
" fn.5tmollln~ eeorwmlc escllUllor,

They are so (earful that lItey wml In bb.tI2r tbe
r~ m"';eDlcnt 01 fl"'lple. Do l"'" know " nUl il
TtlO .... diffinll. fl!!' Afri.""" 10 mn,"", live IUId W01)o.til
Alriea thon for IWn·AlriUn.s1

So, Ihlo I. the cont •• I I" ...1",,11the fltods of Statr
Summil wOl meel thl.COOllnI weelt.l'bey refuse W
.1I111'ty.coer! wllal '5, IIIId )I'nnt W irtvC$tln whot
.nll bc. 1'llCy WIU1t10 turn !lasl Mrica inw • [,)d.
crool enttty. beiievin, that t(:ooomic inlt!CftlJon IJ
not enDUcb. They want to follow In )'OUr fOOll!U'p£ .•
MwllJlmu.

n BiJian' Sc:ihrn, i.Sn:n1dry (knt'"'I,1 U!,JII'
l:.iJ~'.4frit'(Ir;CPn,.,u.~If'ty


