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EACpresidents in tacit approval of
Pierre Nkurunziza's bid for third term
It is believed the
president would
not be violating
the constitution
if he ran again
By FRED OWOCH
S~l~d,,",

Presidents of the f.ast ....fri·
can Community member

~unrnes havealven~It all'
provAl for Bunlndi Pn"r.ri<1pnt
PierreNkurunz{za to run {or
4 cont.roversiz!l lh1rd lerm In
(>ff~ next year riding on t\
JlT"c<!dcnlsel in Kenya

NDD·FDD ruling party
supporters and EAC diplO-
mats said President murnn·
zinza was eU,gible to run (Or
what would be hi' second
W.rno -"!It' h. h.'1<l been
elected ID 2005 by 1M No.
tionl1l Assembly but not dl-
rectly by the people.

'1l Praidenl Nlturu_
is runniJlt: (or a third man-
date be IS Dol vlolauog the
letter of the CoostilutloD. as
{leI tile Anl$ha Pace Agree.
ment0(2000, wblch -sand
is the mJ:m ~1Tft1- nn ",'hleh
the Con.mtuboo was bued..
Uid IWIjan limbe !81!"nr to
Bmvodi Kc\ VI,I!U In an In-
lerv~.

1'be sen~ ""'" aI!o_ by !be Upndan and
l'an2anian ambass.'ldon to
BunmdI. Ma~ ~
and ./ames Nugi ttsp«ti,dy.
who said there WU DO criJi.
in Bmvndi abcad of tho c~
Iioas, .. porir.,.,.! by the
medtn.

AcCOldingtoCoostlMioo
"If there wall a pOliti.

tal cri.l!s ahe:td of the elec-
tions, then the EAC pre!l·
dents could have 1tepJ>('(1 in
but ()ley L'ftowvery well that
President Nkurnnziza Is net-
iog under the councry'! Con..
stltullon; n·oted Mr Vlllsl..

Prosper lllUomilanza, 1Iu·
nmdl's 6m 'rice president,
this ~k called on the EAC
Secretariat to send in e.lection
oboe.rvers bllfore, durinj{ and
aft.er the 2015 prCllidcntial
clectiollS, becluse -Burundi
Is already In eleCtioneering

..mode.-
Former KellYI' Preridcm

llomieI &rap Moi was allowed
fA> nm for two I1W" IlmlS
aftet' lhe tnl'\ft:Jult"inn "'rat
_ed in 1991 beeause the
lcnn limit could DOl be lIP'
plied~)·.

DespiIe eyd)ro... b<:in&
rabecI 10 (be poUllcaI ~
oa, the eonrts MIkol that ~Ir
MOl ..... digibk as per tho

pl'O\1sIorIs of iii< amended
MYo' c:omtltuUOo. Tbe AnI-
sha Acc«d sI&ned III 2000
Sllpulal~ that Il>Ut from the
PD"~.wrlDcart1lll&01lleOla.
the pruldent co""'" rulot 10<
more thAft two lUtJII,.

",., qllfftion over l'rai.
Iknt Nlturuntu.... caodicla·
wre h.. srlpped BurutldJ
WIth the op~lboo -Iun&
tOa)"DW' wltatappurs to be
& violation Of tlJe 2000 Aru·
sha Accord.

nll,ing a rtP>nal """,tin,
of cleeto ....1 3&ondes held In
8ujunlbura. llaS't week, it was
~Ived that poll bodle. be
en~hrlncd In national oom<tl·
tulioU' as u tbe ca... In Ken·
ya Instead of tbJ'OUgb Am of
parUlUlI""t that can be easily
manipulated.

SoUrta ",14 the poIJlical
uoc:crt:e.iDty in Burundi bad
_" ",_t>m of the pub&:
poIltion theOlseh-.s to de-
fend apinSl potteUal It-
tacks (rom rival crwps. A$
a IUIIII, Ibe bember ol rood
bIocl<s and tborou~ t:bect.
In& of Clrs in Bujumh... "

t$J>«iaIl)' at nilllt - ha..,
il>CreIoSed with tho police t.l}"
in$ to f)icI< out poteo.tioJ trou-
hie [ft.l)(m.

00 the ouuk1rU of Bu·
jumbun, aooo,ymous &I'tD<d
_ 0( "Sarlllcod' whitb

" ....... ot ~ ................... IaUg.arala.-tJy lar u.. .... ofu.. ~Union Proto-
co&.lk ~_1<>1Ie I'IImiIIg to. pot516elllagak P";t_ file

mum .J3CI;ft~
tough.;, bfie been _.
.. l"'fidntial areu uuaids
that !laTe da>:ned a cmp!r
01""'"Cootu>u.!d _ and

IlIt<rDaI <OrJIIicti F<>iut 10 •
woeakmod opp>sitioo oheod
of tbe 201S poll

1be l'1Iling ~ eoom.
ell for Defeat:e 01 0c:m0cD-
cy-Fon:es for De{euce of De-
IDOQ'lICY (CIIo'DJ>.FDDllll'ill in
JanlUtY bold a .... ,'.-~ tbat
is ~ to cIedde_
er """'kuranziza will run for
albin! Li:ruI ID u,., oOi<>:.

TIle CNDIHDD top br'a.ss
.....e aware that they stand
a better chance of winniog
with N1wrnnziza :u the can·
dIdate because ~ is popular
among tIle.rural populace.

Tbe party is composed ol
the (ormerradi~aI wing olthe
oripnal CNOD. wiUcb lIad
boywltW U", Atu$ba talks
and were the WI _ group
to ~ down Illeir 11'IIIS before
the 2005 elections. The Anr
Aha talk.! ...."" initially me-
diaud by Jon... N)'V01'O and
1at:~ by Ndsan p'{,-ndpia

In ApriJ. the Uililed Ka·
dons Issued a rq>a<1 ~
that !.be Bn~ ~
men! thai armed 1tS yomIl
..inc "lmbooeralrure" vdtidJ
resulted in Ibo depotUtioo
t>f Paul DobbiI! UN to
Buruodi.

Tho fiTe.tier deetioDs an
oQcduIrd to bqin in ~
nat )--a.r. but the ups-.yt'"
m-ajm:rins tbat lUempG to
bI\~ Pnsidmt 1\-";nnwttiza
run for • third cerm coaId

$pad< a c:mJ woe.
Some elements intIle_

silitla we "POke to inrimaced
t!Iat Ihfy 1m", been enboId-
eoed by the .......u ......",.
_m_ 8nr1rim Fltso. .. 'bert lM
Io<mcr prai<lcnt BloWe c.m.
)aCR ..-u famed lD10 erlIr
~bis 21-fe3l' role.

Dr Yolande 8ooka, a re-
saldJet: wilb the South AI·
nan _ for Security

Studies in chain of Great
I.al<eo R<gioo and Central
Africa, DOt"<l that wIuIo the
Aru!ba Accord Is dear that

TIlE ARUSNA ACCORD
The Arusha Al:<0C1l Via!.

tlI.'IjOtialed '" the """Burundi _""""Ilerl
by Y.ljor A<!m! Buyoy~
.)nd q>pos. lion groups led
by=rodcbo (The froo1t foI
Detnoaacy ., lbun.1i)
party BUt Buroootan Huw
~ ",jUt Ibeit baSes ORe
and T.""""ia were l'Ither
E'Xduded or bo\Qltled tbe
til""
Piem Bu)'Oya -a 'MsI
-hadMl9'f6~n
the1 Hutu rUer SvIw$rt
~forraiin9
b~ ethnic IIio!enao. AIt1'r
tbe Ar:awQ. tbe a:ndrtions
fora!d lim to .lppoiro!
Oomitioo~.
IlIm> it$his~
The~~
~ to :adCM!f' JlOW'!"
afu!' :wland a half vea<lo.
• "(IS ~ oecame
!:IepresidEnt of a..n.d

the plUldenl should DOt';0
far • !tin! tam, his IrN)'ers
can r.a.st1Y~""''lUItaIe of.
loopbole to the CoosIiluUon.

"Gl\-en I~ C\lITOt>I •

taun,!, con""VtionaJ lawyers
can <&riI). """'" that he bu
only had ODe lenD WIder the
Burundi COGstItUUOII and Is
Ih-rore <'IIllt1ed to anotber
term. Tbe mood In !he """
entmi!fIl is that the president
must run no tn.Uter the cir-
ewnJIUnCH,. ,Iw nld.

ID MIltdl, the ~ p&rty
laikol 10 p.ln the rt:qu,ml

Oil Apnl 200:\ one! rut<d
until tbe r",. tIedIon.tter
Uyean d CYlI-....r In
2005 Tht a.mn: leaoer
Piem Ma.l'lnzlza WOrt u.e
pmjdeetwI tlo<t"", wt.ct
~ hoi<! WI Po'I-f~

two thlrdsma,iodl)' to change
the constitution by onl)'"tWo
W1C.eS. in a sessioo that was
largely oo,.:otted by l.beo op.
pooili<Jo.

TJ)., Cl'l)D-FOD. "iUcb
holds 81 wI 111 106 >ellIS 10partiaI!Jm1, t'cII one. ,_

short of !he 85 required to
PISS tile ameodments.

As a .result. parlj8llJeQt
dtdded to give the issue •
ooe- )''''< period in "iUrh
they will n:vbiI the disput<d
A'llcle 302 that~ lor
a two term limit. ~ gov-
ernmem side argues !hat tile
article .hoIJld be clar abmn
tho nwnbec of autbor:ised
pl'9ldential tenns and the
ctreumstaeces.

The Burtdno. FiIliO .ffect-
LOcal. obs<:1"'CJli LOId rlw

liasttlfru:a .. tbat the. oppo-
siOon are aware that eYeD if
they oppose the third term In
court, the govemmerit inttu-
._ on the JudicillJ')' Is ever-
whelming.

Dr Dou'k4 noted that much
will lh:Jx:utl UI1 huw urdirdlfY
Butundl&os ha\'t Inteniat-
ised the Burkina Faso events
IIJld I.bose In t.b.e Dcighbou1'-
in, ORC and banda .wMre
there i. already talk that
Pre<lllrni .foAAI>h lUhl,.. mil
Presidml Paul Kapme ...",.1
to change thcir respecnve
c:onstiIutio... I<> II<> fur an-
othec term,

E,cu tbougb the presidrot
ba> .DOt ofticially d..... ~
that be wants to :run for a
tIurd term. bis elo;;e associ-
..... 51"'" ... Interio, Minisrer
I!douard NduwIm.1.rul ha'<Ci
indicaled to the oppooiliOD
tlul !he jII'OSidmt will ron.

Dr _ obsa .a that tbr.
unceruinty is also ~
from the fact that l'resIdeot
Nturunma's CNDD-IIDDD is
not & slpIatory to the AnIsha
Accord.

CUrrently, Agnthon R~
of lb. tho N<rtionai Libcrll'
lion Fon:es (FNL) b"" been
tryingto mobilise the o~
tiOD parties to suJ1pOrt biOlJO
Ibat Iheycan preseotasltOJlt
front ag:ains.t President Nku·
runZi7,L

ButMr Nduwiman', JJ..s>
been bw;y fumenting splits;
within lb."f'PO"ition ""a ~II
Rw ...... is out ufficiAlly rtCOS·
nised .s the leader ur !'Nt
wing be Is leading.

IDstead, Jaoqoe$ BigiiiD)a-
.na is Ibe kader of ihe FilL
wing .re<'lOgDisAd by tbe gIJ'~

Uft1l\enl. .
Abo not rec:ogoi~ IS

CIw1es Nditije, who ~
the un.recognjsod wing ol'fhe
Onion for Natiooall'."gtcS"
(Uprooa). AcaII'ding to th.
Constitution. partie< that ore
not rrlIiciaJly ~ are
not alJowed to hnId pOIi1i<31
ra.lUesnor C&IJ they nmpaipr
either in \lrban oc...-l ar-
eas.

JIdtht>M&al ~ ~J/
Chrirtabd Ligo1ni tr.Jd M<>#"
BaeyarilfJlJ1l/t


