GIVEN AN ALL CLEAR

EAC presidents in tacit approval of
Pierre Nkurunziza's bid for third term

It is believed the
president would
not be violating
the constitution
if he ran again

By FRED OLUOCH
Special Correspondent

Presidents of the East Afri-
can Community member
countries have given tacit ap-
provval for Burnndi President
Fierre Nkurunziza to run for
a controversial third term in
office. next vear riding on a
precedent set in Kenya

NDD-FDD' mling party
supporters and EAC diplo-
mats said President Nkurun-
rinza wiy eligible to run for
what would be his second
term hecanse he had heen
elected in 2005 by the Na-
tional Assembly but not di-
rectly by the people.

“If President Nkurunzinza
is running for a third man-
date he is nol violating the
letter of the Constitution, as
per the Arusha Peace Agree-
ment of 2000, which was and
ie the main source on which
the Comstitntion was based,”
said Eenvan ambassador to
Burundi Ken Vitisia in an in-
terview,

The sentiments were alio
#choed by the Ugandan and
Tanzanian ambassadors to
Burundi, Matayn Eyalizonza
and James Nzagi respectively,
who zaid there was no crisis
in Burundi ahead of the elec
tions, as portrayed by the
medin.

According to Constitution

“If there was & politi-
cal crisis ahead of the slec-
tions;, then the EAC presi-
dents counld have stepped in
but they know very well that
President Nkurunziza s act-
ing under the country’s Con-
stitution,” noted Mr Vitisia.

Prosper Bazombanza, Hu-
rundis first viee president,
this week called on the EAC
Seeretariat to gsend in election
observers bafore, during and
after the 2015 presidential
elections, because “Burundi
= already in electloneering
maode,”

Former Kenya President
Daniel arap Moi was allowed
to run for two more terms
after the constitution was
amended in 1991 because the
term limit could not be ap-
plied retroactively,

Despite  eyebrows  being
raised in the political are-
na, the courts ruled that Mr
Mol was eligible as per the

e’

Given the current
uncettainty,
constitutional
lawyers can easily
argue that he has
only had one term
under the Burundi
Constitution and
therefore entitled
to another term.”

ande Bouka, a

ther with the
fute for Security

Studies

provislons of the amended
oew comstitutien. The Aru-
sha Accord signed in 2000
stipulates that apart from the
power-sharing arrangements,
the president eannot rule for
maore than two terms.

The guestion over Presi-
dent Nkurungiza's candida-
ture has gripped Burundi
with the opposition seeking
to counter what appears to be
a violation of the 2000 Aru-
sha Accord.

During a regional meeting
of electoral agencies held in
Bujumbiira last week, it was
resolved that poll bodies be
enshrined in national consti-
tutions as is the case in Ken-
ya instead of through Acts of
parliament that can he easily
manipulated.

Spurces said the political
uncertinty in Burundi had
seen members of the public
position themselves o de-
fend against potential at-
tacks from rival groups. As
& result, the number of road
blocks and thorough check-
ing of ears in Bigumbura
— especially at night — have
inereased, with the police try-
ing to pick out potential trou-
ble makers.

On the outskirts of Buo-
Jumibura, anonymons armed
gangs of “Barukoti” which
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President Pierre Niurunzinza was iin Uganda receintly for the signing of the Monetary Union Proto-

col. He is said to be running for president agaln, P ciure; File

THERTS jacket-wesring
toughs, have been attack-
ing residential areas in raidzs
that have claimed a couple
af hives.

Continued division and
internal conflicts point to o
weakened opposition ahead
of the 2015 poll

The ruling National Coun-
til for Defence of Democra-
cv—Forees for Defence of De-
moeracy (CNDD-FDD) will in
January hold a congress that
i expected to decide whaeth:
er Nhuronziza will mn for
athird tero in the office.

The CNDD-FDD top brass
are aware that they stand
a better chance of winning
with Nkarunziza a3 the can-
didate becaise he is popular
among the rural populace.

The party is composad of
the former radical wing of the
original CNDD, which had
boyeotied the Arosha talks
and were the last rebel group
to lay down their arms before
the 2005 elections, The Aru-
sha talks were initially me-
diated by Julins Nyerere and
later by Nelscn Mandela,

In April, the United Na-
tions issued a report @lleging
that the Burundian govern-
ment that -armed its youth
wing “Imbonerakure” which
rezulted in the deportation
of Pal Dobbie TN envoy to
Burundi.

The five-tier cleetions are
scheduled to begin in May
next yeas, but Lthe opposition
maintaing that sttempts to
have President Nkurunziza
run for & third term could

spark a civil war.

Some elements in the oppo-
sition we spoke to intimated
that they have been embold-
ened by the recent events
in Burkina Fazo, where the
former president Blaise Com-
paore. was forced into exile
despite his 27-year rule.

Dr Yolande Booka, a re-
segrcher with the South Af
rican Institute for Security
Studies in charge of Great
Lakez Region and Central
Africa, noted that while the
Arusha Accord is clear that

the president should not go
for a third term, his lawyers
can easilv take advantape of a
lnophole in the Constitution.

“Given the eurrent nncer-
tainty, constitutional lawyers
can easily arguc that he has
only had one term under the
Burundl Constitution and is
therefore entitled to another
term. The mood in the gov-
ernment is that the president
must ron no matier the eir-
cumstances,” she gaid,

In March, the ruling party
failed to gain the required

THE ARUSHA ACCORD

The Arusha Accond was
riegotiated by the then
Burundl government led
by Major Pierrs Buyoya
and opposition groups led
by Srodebu (The Front for
Bremuocracy in Burunidi)
party. But Burtindian Huty
rebels with their bases DRC
and Tanzanla were either
excluded or boyeotted the
talks,

Fierre Buyoya —a Tt
— had in 19%% overthrown
then Hutu ruler Sylvestye
Mtibantunganya for-failing
ko end ethnic violence. After
the Accord, the conditions
forced him to-appnt
Dxmitien Ndzylzeve a
Hutw as his vice-president
The agreement required
Buyoya to and over power
after twio and a half years,
thus Ndayizeye became
the prasident of Burundi

Pierre Buyoya during a
recent visit to Burkina Faso.
Picturs: File

o fApril 2002, and riled
until the first election after
13 years of civil war in
2005 The current leader
Pierre Narunziza, won the
presidential electinns, which
were held in parflament.

two thirds majority to change
the constitution by only two
viiles, in & session that was
largely boyeotted by the op.
position.

The CNDD-FDD, which
holds 81 vul of 1046 sexats in
parliament, fell one vete
short of the 85 required to
pass the amendments,

As a result, parliament
decided to give the issue i
ope- year period in which
they will revisit the disputed
Article 302 that provides for
a two term Hmit. The gov
ernment side arpues that the
article should be clear about
the mumber of authorised
presidential terms and the
circumstances.

The Burkina Faso effect

Local ohservers told The
Eagtdfrican that the oppo-
sition are aware that even if
they opposé the third term in
court, the government infin:
pnce ot the judiciary s over-
whelming.

¥ Bouka noted that mmuch
will depemd on how ordinary
Burundians have [nternal-
ised the Burkina Faso events
and those in the neighbour-
ing DRC and Rwanda where
there 15 already tallk that
President Joseph Kahila and
President Paul Kagame want
to change thoir respective
constitutions to go for an-
other term.

Even though the president
has not officially declared
that he wants to run for &
third term, his close associ-
ates such #8 Interior Minister
Edouard Nduwimana haved
indieated to the opposition
that the president will run.

Dr Bouks ohserves that the
nneertainty is also emerging
from the fact that President
Mkurunziza's CNDD-FDDD is
not a signatory to the Arosha
Accord.

Currently, Agathon Rwoss
of the the Mational Libem-
tion Forces (FINL) has been
trying Lo mohilise the opposi:
tion parties to support him 5@
that they can present a stroig
front against President Nk
il

ButMr Nduwimani, hﬂ"
been busy fomenting splits
within the spposition and Mr
Rwasa is not ufficially recos-
nised as the leader of FNL
wing he is leading. A

Imstead, Jacques Bigirima-
na is the leader of the FNL
wing recognised by the g0V
ernment. ,

Also not recogniped I
Charles Nditije, who leads
the unrecognised wing of The
Union for National Progress
(Uprona). According to the
Constitution, parties that are
not officially recnﬁrlﬁﬂd we
not allowed to hold politictl
rallies nor can they caRm
either in urban or
£as, : b
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