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Federation being
pushed from tﬂp

Political Federation s the final stage
of the EAC Integration process.
Thiz Includes having a central palitical
authority as well as comman foreign apd

security polickes. The-ultimate aim of the EAT
imtegration process s the attalnment of the
4th pillar ie. a Political Federation,
However, so far this is being discussed at the
very top level ie by the Simmit of e Haads
of State through racommendations made by
the Council of Ministers, The process i not
shrouded in mystery but it has no public input
since in Articla 123(6) it 15 provided that “the
Surnimit shall inftiate the process towards the
astablishment of the Political Federation of
the Partner States by directing the Council of
Ministers to undertaks the process ™

>> Common Market has made

doing business simpler, faster
Common Markel is a second stage of the EAC
fikegration process, As a trading bloc, the
Customs Unian allows for common policies
an product regulation; free mavemant of
goacs-services, labour and capital The other
maor characiorstics of 2 Common Mar«et
are harmanisation aof the legal framewnork far
caplbal markets (ecommon goals approach);
free mobility of capital, strong institutions
ta meonitor decisions; and harmonisation of
monetary and fiscal policies
The East African Community Common Market
Protocel was sianed on'duly 1. 2010, The
avirrall abiective of the Common Markst s to
widen and daspen co-tperation armong the
Partner States in the cconomic and social
fields for the benefit of the-citizens of the
Community,

>> Custnms Union has beensmnoﬂl
and has grown cross-border trade

The Customs Union is the Flist stage of the
EAC integration process. The EAC Customs
Livaren weas launched [ 2005 to fiberalise
intra-regional tratle in goods on the basis

of mutual beneticial trade arrangements
among the Partiner States: promuote efficiency
I production within the Cormmunity;

entiance dorestic, cross-bopder and foreign
imvestment in the Community: and promode
economic development and diversifcation in
Industrialisation in the Commumity. The Union
is characterised by same import tax on all
goods from autside East Africa and removal of
Al taxeson goods between the countrias,

> Monetary Union on its way
despite nationalistic hurdles

Tt Monetary Unicn s the third stage of the
EAC integration process. [f is characterised

by a comron cusrency with a centralised
manetary authority; co-ordinated macra-
economic policies; strong cantral Institufions
antl common policies for structural changeand
devetoprmenl
The envisagad EAC Monetary Linion is
expected to adhere to these characteristics
In bromdaning and decpening the integiation
process, and smooth trading activities bebwoen
and among the peoples of the region,
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A lot more needs to be done to
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As per the EAC Treaty, each Partner State
has established a Ministry in charge of
Community Affairs to co-ordinate its affairs at

the national level

By CHRISTABEL LIGAMI
Spectal Correspondent

Treaty for the Es-
tablishment of the East
African  Commiunity
underscores the peo-
ple-cantered and market-driven
co-operation and emphasizes
on multilevel participation and
Lthe irvolvement of a wide range
of stakeholders in the process af
mtegration.

The Treaty also cites the
principle of complementarity
whereby people will participate
in the Commumnity activities at
all levels: Partner States, indi-
vidual, company, association,
Eroup, non-governmental or-
ganizations and other interest
Eroups like women, youth and
others.

The primary objective of the
EAC integration s to raize the
living standards of the people
threngh promotion of entrepre-
neurial skills and eollaboration
in trade and business,

“For this o take place, the
EAC must uphold good govern-
ance, free market economy and
rule of law a: pre-requisites
for regional development and
global partnerships,” said the
EAC Secretary-General Richard
Sexihera

“The suecessful implementa-
tion of the Treaty requires total
co-operation of the residents of
East Afrfea; and the willinzg-
ness, commitment and action of
states, markets and civil soclety
towards total social inclusten.”

Dr Sezibern said that when
all citizens are involved in de-
cision making or the Commu-
nity, it promotes and builds
national trust which improves

the Image of the couniry.
“Through having strong cltizen
participation, countries will an-
tomatically adhere to the rules
of democracy in governance,”
sl Dir Seriberi.

Article 7 of the EAC Treaty on
the Establishment of the EAC
provides for & people-centred
and market driven economy.

However eXperLs  say that
there 18 a lack of knowledge
gbout the EAC among the
MASEEs,

In an effort to create and im-
prove on integration mwareness,
the East African Commumnity
secretariat in June this vedar
lmunched an awareness pro-
gramime i bid Lo ensure bor-
der resldents understand better
the regional bloe's integration
agenda.

The programme  dubbed
“EAC Repional Programme for
Sensitisation of Border Commn-
nities" started on June 24 at the
border of Ewandnand Tanzania
and is to cover all the borders in
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zéng and that they are aware
of new developments about the
integration process. This must
be communicated to citizens
s0 that we are integrating as
one” said Ms Zriwa.

The EAC Treaty recognises
the role of ¢ivil society organi-
sations (C80s) in promoting

- EAC activities.

Yet, the roles repulating
C80s activities limit them only

4 toan observer status. Moreo-

wir, the rules set stringent
requirements for C80s to be
recognised as partners in the
framewaork of the EAC and, as

! a resull, only 4 few urganisa-

tions have been granted the
observer status.

The media has alsn been at
the forefront in raising public
awareness about the EAC inte-
gration process throngh exten-
give coverage.

The EAC orgamnisss annual
EAC Muedin Awards ceremony,
where journalists are evalu-

~ ated and honoured for report-

ing on EAC issues ‘and the
intepration process as part
of their daily coverage of the
Commumity.

The EAC country study con-
ducted by the Secretarial last
vear vn the status of regional
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Faitner States proposed
snime stratagies that

could be used In raising
thie currently Tow leviels

o Awareness of varioug.
aspects of cuvrant EAC
integration process, Thesa
include: fmvalving non-
state aotors to promote
awareness among the
people, strengthening chil
socistios o ensurp inter
cruntry co-ordination:
Imeoiving tha media

in cascading the EAC
agenda, having democrstic
striactures that will imolve
the efgction of Members of
EALA directty by the neope

than being a representation
of member countries’ parlia-
menta.

In this camse the people
should vote ditectly for their
EALA representatives  Lhus
making the body moreé demo-
cratie,

Thiz will provide 4 demo-
eratie counter to the corrent
situation that is characterised
by power heing exelusively con-
centrated in the offices of the
presidents of the EAC member

create awareness of EAC issues

organisations and other or-
zanised groups 1o ensure that
they nre part of the pohey and
decision-making processes wnd
their concerns are taken into
eonsideration.

“(G3overnments  at  national
and regiomal levels have a duty
to provide an enabling envi-
ronment for active participa-
tion of the residents of Enst
Africa. They also have o duty
to provide avenues for dialogus
such as laws, institutions, and
demoesatic space in & manner
thit respeets the principies of
social - justice, good govern-
anee aod pniversally accepied
himmen rights standards,” said
M5 Maina.

“In my view, this question
extends. ‘beyond citizens be-
iog informed and beconying
knmwledgeable ubout the EAC.
It hae more to do with demo-
cratic politics and eitizen par-

tigipation,”

The EAC, she sald, most be
driven by o “grassropts” éthos
and thrust based on broad citi-
7en participation at all levels of
the Eust African society.

Acrording to Ms Mainn, lack
of strong political will, lack
of strong participation of the
private sector and civil society

EAC Partner States.

Besides TRISINE general
awarensss among border com-
mumnities of the EAC region, it
specifically focuses on small-
geale traders to enhance their
understanding of the block in-
tegration agenda since they are
at the core of eross-border trade
and drive integration in the
Brassrools.

Az per the EAC Treaty, each
Partner State hes astablished a
Ministry in charge of East Afri-
can Communiy Affairs and tha
Ministries co-ordinate the af-
fairs of the Community -at the
national level,

The Ministries are alsp
charged with sengitising and

popularising. the regional in-
tegration activities at the na-
tional level,

Partner States are  tasked
with brozdening and deepening
their consultation protesses to
ensure inclusive decision-riak-
ing, poliey fermulition and [m-
plementation.

Az a result; stakeholders are
mformed and fully eneaged in
shaping the Commuanity.

The East African Legislative
Aszembly (EALA) is currently
pushing for the enuctment of
a law that will ensure thut East
Africansare actlvely involved in
the integration process,

EALA members have for-
wirded the proposed Chvic Ed-
ucation Bill to &1l National As-
gemblies for seruting by mem
ber states before it is passed

~into law,

Omce the law Is enncted, the
EAC Partner States and stake-
holders will be required to sen-
sitise their citizetis on the inte-
gration matters.

The aim of the Bill s to en-
sure that citizens ean under-
stand EAC matters and get in-
volved o the integration proc-
ess. This will make them know
that HAC #3 people-centred and
a market-driven Communmnity.

Last month, EALA members
conducted a 10-day awareness
tour of Kenva during which
they urged citizens to embrace  Nany
:*ﬁg-luunl integration, The same  of the
8 to be conducted in all the i
other partners by the reglonal r’egl:ﬂi
aszembly Members, proj
“During the tonr, we re. Suchas
alised that there is a lack of infrastru-
EAC awareness” said Marga- ectypeare
Fet Zriwa then EALA Speaker, ided
ndding that not o1l citizens are dg;iﬁng
ware of what goes on in the P
repion. and at
“We n¢ed to do more to en- ministrial
sure thit information on BAC |ewa!
t& made available to afl citi-

integration awareness in the  countries.
Partner Stales proposed some
strategies that could be used
in raizging the currently low
levels of awareness of varioos
sspects of current EAC inte-
sration process. Thesa incinde:
invoiving nor-staté actors Lo
promote awareness among the
people; strengthening civil so-
cigties 10 prsure inler-country
eo-ordination; involving  the
media in cascading the EAC
agenda; having democratic
structures that will invelye the
glection of Memhers of EALA
direetly by the peaple.

It was also ohserved that
EALA vught to bea trle repre-
sentation of the people, rather

facturers.

she said.

organiaations,

“although Partner States
are supporting markei-driven
economy, the people-centred
aspect of the integration proe-
esa has not received enough at-
tention,” said Betty Maina, the
chief exsputive officer for the
Kenya Association of Manmu-

“As n result, the people of
East Afriza remalin fundamen-
tally ignorant of the Treaty and
the whole integration process,”

She further said that as per
the Treaty, East African resl:
dents ean inpit inte the EAC
processes through civil socisty
private cector

in the co-operation nctivities,
the comtinoed disproportion-
ate sharing of benefils of the
Commumnity amnong the Partner
States due to their differences
in their levels of development
and lack of adequute policies
to address this situation,

“With effictent and effectiva
imstitutions at the regional lev-
el, there 1 bound to be major
economic and social benefits to
the entire East African Com-
munity both in the informal
and private seetor.

This will also promote good
regional relations, as well as
fnhanced pesceful co-exist-
ence,” said Ms Mainw
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work permit, push Northern Corridor projects

By STAFF WRITER

Nairobi meeting agrees on no

dents directed thelr ministers in charge of

Parties " said a joint communiqué. Journalists

IThe Eastdfneon

Citizens of East Africa now be able to work
in any of the East African countries withoot
incurring any extra coats starting from next
yoar. Currently it is enly in Bwanda where
people from within the region ubtuin 2 work
permit without paying a fee,

However during the eighth Northern Cor-
ridor Infrastructure Project Summit in Nai-
robi on Tharsday, Presidents Uhuru Keny-
atta, Yoweri Museveni and Paul Kagame of
Eenya, Uganda and Rwanda respectively
noted that free movement of peopla within
the region had improved trade. The presi-

Immigration to eonclude the Agreement on
Total Liberalisation of Free Movement of La-
bour and Services agreed upon ot an earlior
meeting.

Other lenders present at the meeting were
were South Sodan Vice President Jasmes
Igga and officials from Burundi, Tanzsnia
and Ethiopia. The summit was a follow-up of
another one in Kampala in October.

The leaders also ordered the operation-
alisatinn nf one network area for the region
starting from nex: year to facilitate easy
communicgte, “The Summit has further di-
rected removal of all non-taridf barriers and
emphasized the need for compliance by all

Were not allowed to cover the discussions that
itarted late in tha aftarnoon. They were only
bricfed by a team of ministers led hy Kenyan
Foreign Affaits Cabinet Sceratary Amina Mo-
hammed,

The summit discussed need Lo fﬂfmm
smouth flow of cargo across the borders. The
Northern Corridor links East African coun-
Iies rail, oil pipeline, road and inland water
t-“Jflﬁ:li?t:lrt Apart from Kenys, Uganda, Tar-
zinia, Ewanda and Burnndi, other countriss
that are part of the EAC are Ethiopia and
South Sudep, .

The Heads uf State also directed the Minis-
“r of infrastructure of Rwanda tconvene azn

nie ndustry stakeholders meeting to final-

?;eﬂ:he sth fre:?dom traffie rights on Entebbe-
Natrobi-Fuba-Nairobi by end of this month.

Throogh the jelnt commmunigie the Heads
af State noted that the conclusion of power
surchase and wheeling agreements and the

signed memorandum of understanding on
management of Northern Corridor alrspace
blee. “The memorandum we have signed is
pipnificant g5 We Now have single airspace
that comprises four states, The hloe will now
gointo gpectiics of management and the 41;*1'
fares" said Louise Mushilkiwabo, Rwanda's

ninister for Foreign Aflairs and Co-operation.

She added that it was hoped that other
countries sueh as Ethiopia will join the lnigle

airspace to facilitate fAster movement within
the region. She said eivil aviation authorities
will addrese the required agreements. Uganda
and South Sudan had complained of high air
fares {ts citizens were forced to pay when trav-
elling in the region.

On (e standand gange ridlway, the sotes
nated that the section between Mombasa and
Nairobi had commenced and directed the
Ministers of transport and infrastructure to
expedite mtification of the SGR Protocol and
tngether with Ministers of Finance, Infra-
structure and attorneyigeneral and Ministers
of Justice to mobilise financing for the North
corridor projects and report to the next Sum-
mit.

WORD ON POLICY

EAC Secretary-General
Richard Sezibera

The successiul -
Implamertation of
the EAC Treaty
requires total
conperation of
the residents
of East Africa,
and the willingriess,
earmmitivent and
action of states markets
and civil society towands
total scoial inciusion, The
prinmary objective of the
EAC Integration isto raise
Ehe fiving standards of the
peopia thraugh pramotion of

Former EAC Secrctary-
General Juma Mwapachu

The EAT Treaty
nesfs bo b
amended to
estabilsh an East
African Cltlmen
[nitiative, Also
wi need a “Year
for the £ast Afvican
CHizens” wiich will
foriis po encouraging citizen
participationin the integration
process. The citizens showld
be enabled to vote directly for
Memnbers of the East African
Legislativie Assembly (n order
to instil participation.

Embattled EALA Speaker
Margaret Zziwa

There is a lack of
awareness on EAC
matiers. Wi

need to do more
{0 ensire that
infaritation ch
EAC & avallabia

to all sitizes ard
that they are aware of

new developments aboul the
integration process. This must
be communicated to citizess
s Hhal we Infegrales as one
The media has at the forefront
[ raiskng public awareness
abaut the integration process,

Betty Maina, CEQ, Kenya

Manufacturers Association

Although parinaer
states are
suppating
mmetrloat-tiriven
BConarmy, the
people-cantred
aspect of the
Iintegration process
has not recelved emough
attenticn Az a rasult the
poeople of East Africa remain
fupdamentally lgnorant of
thie Traaty and the whole
titegiation process. As jrer
the Treaty, residents can take
part through the chvil sociely
arganisations, private sector
urganizations among others




