Cheers as EAC single customs
terrltory rolls out further
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LORRIES at the Holili t;ardw post. Tanzania has increased goods to be cleared I_I'H'-dﬂ‘ the EAC Siﬂg.fe
Customs Territory (SCT) arrangement that is aimed at easing cross-border trade in the region.

By DAILY NEWS
REPORTER

THE integration process for
the  East African Commu-
ity (EAC) member states
is moving a noieh furiher as
Tunzama inereased poods to
be cleared under the EAC
Single Customs  Terntory
(SCT).

Ihe Tanzania Revenue
Authority (TRA) released
a list of goods that will be
cleared under the new ar-
rangemnt elfective yester-
day whereby clearance of
goods will be done ot the
eountry of destination while
the goods are at the :ﬁm
point armnr ]

In its notice 1o import-
C18, exportens deamg and
forwarding agents, TRA
said sugar, nee, maize and
eilible oil manufaciured and
traded within the East Atri-
can Community region be-
tween Kemyn and Tanzamia
will be cleared under Sinale
Customs ‘I'erritory as of yes-
terday,

Other poods fulling un-
der the same eategory in
cludsa neutral spinits, aloohol-
i products, cigareties, iron

salt manufactured and trad-
ed within the East African
Community region betwesn
Tanzania and Rwanda, the
revenue body said,

And this applies-alsn to
all goods originating from
Uganda or Tamzania and

traded  between  the two
countries.
Likewiss, fransn re-

wimes shall only apply to
goods originating from for-
eign country and dastined
to 4 Foreign conmry through
the Purtner States or o Part-
ner Stmie. The arrangement
further reveals that a single
regional bond system st
apply o transi) goods.

While goods imponed
for temporary use woto @
Farmer state will not be stb-
jected to customs duly, tem-
porary imported goods when
removed from one Parmer
State to another shall be sub-
Jeet to a regional bond

Tanzania had joined Ke-
nva, Uganda and Rwanda in

rolling out the clearance of

goods under the East Africa
Commumnity Single Custams
Temitory (SCT) from 30th
June this veur with ciga-
reties, neutral spirits und de-
tergents,

The new development
in the EAC Single Customs
Territory 'is an  important

milestone in the integrtion
process i the region mitigt-
ed with (he re-establishment
of the Bast Afrcan Commu-
mity which aims ut deepen-
g political, economic and
enltural integration betweat
the countties through frade
and investment and working
toy improve the quality of life
fior thear people,

With sn area of 1 82 mil-
lion' sguare kilometres wod
& markel buse of more thun
141.1 million pecple who
share history, language, chl-
ture and infrastructure  the
five EAC partner states have
o umigque famework for re-
pional co-operation and -
tegration

The mtegralion process
15 expected o be achicved
through regional free trade
dreas, progressing  towards
customi Union, @ eommon
market und ultimately man-
etary unfon belore political
federatinn.

The journsy fo integra:
tion was cemented in 2004
when a Customs Untion pro-
tocol was signed for is im-
plementation 1 begin a vear
Inter, Tn 2010 the EAC Com-
inon Market was cstablished
anmd in 2012 EAC summi
decided to implement singlo
customs ferritory’ albeit in'
phases where it tegan ot the,

s

Norhem Comidon. [t was

agreed that this year the SC'T

will be fully rolled ou

It is expected under SCT
there will be semmless Aow of
gnods 1o enhance intra EAC
trade by lowering clearance
cosis of poods within the
EAC region through shitting
of physical controls (o elee-
iromic clearance processes

So fir so pood. ' We have
registated tremendous  sus-
cess, I is o greal leap o the
miegration  process.  How-
gver, the progress so far has
wlso brought up some chal-
lenges which hald back the
opdinary people o East Al
el oo enjoying the benefis
of integraticon,

| am referring to the chal-

lenges in the form of non-tar-
Y barciens o rade manifest
ed in form of the oadblocks,
weigh bridges, inspection re-
quirements and cumbersoms
documentation procedures at
eustomis points. All these are
leading to an increase in the
cost of doing husiness in the
TERION,

We bank on the govern-
ments of BAC member states
to continue addressing these
challenges o that the aspi-
tions of estublishing the
bliock will be reatized for the
benefits of the people of the
region.
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