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EAC leaders to discuss peace, security

From MARC NKWAME

_ inArusha =
MORE than 100 religicus and
fnith-hased delegates  from
Tanzanie and 4 East Af-
can Community neighbours;
Kenya, Bwanda, Uganda and
Barondi, will sonn be diseuss-
ing mter-religious collabora-
tion among dilferent religlons
and Gaiths with & view 1o pro-
rooting regionad peace and se-
curity in the region.

A statement from the EAC
Secreteriat here mdicates that
the leaders will attend a four-
day conference orgnnized by

the East African Community
(EAC) in Kigali, Rwanda,
from September 16 (o 20, this
year.
“The main objectve of
(he conflerence is 1o enhance
the alfready existing com-
mitment of religions leaders
to ‘callaborute in pramoting
pence and secarity in the re-
gion,” according to the EAC

Deputy Secretary General in
charge of Political Federation,
Mr Charles Njoroge,

Mr Njoroge added that
the desired outcome of the
conference would be the es-
tublishment of an institutions!

i bt

framework o coordinute and
faciliute the joint acron of
religions leaders in promoet-
ing pence and accurity n the
region,

“The conference is e
best opportunity 1o reflect
ont ot enly threats and chal-
lenges the region [ages. but
also opportunities,” the EAC
official said.

He added tha the dele-
giites are expecied fo develop
consenss on the core valuss
thiat should gude the roles off
religious comimunities in the
mutters: of peace and security
and idso vis-a-vis the St for

mutual existence, respect and
development, among dthers.
The meeting follows o
recommmendation made a1 the
sgcond EAC Conlerence on
Peace and Securmty in Ru-
jumbure, Burundi, in Novem-
ber 2013 to engage religions
leaders  through the  Trter-
Religions Councils (IRCs) of
Partnet States to focus specifs
ically on the responsibilities
and challenges that religious
lenders have inthe region,
The Bujumbura confir-
ence was aftended by » wide
range of political and civil
socicty leaders; including re-

liptous leaders

A follow-up meeting of a
group of religivus leaders wiw
held in Mwanza, Tinzans,
in May 2004 and Bujumbuy-
ra, Burundi, in August 2014
when it wad resolved that a
confirenge of religious lesd-
ers should be held in Kigali,
Rwandp.

The Kigali meeting is
held wnder the auspices of
the EAC Seorctariar and with
support from the German De-
velopment Agency (GLE)

The conference will be
preceded by a four-day trin-
ing of |5 selected senior jolr-

nalists and editors from the
Partmer States on religious-
sensitive reporting and  en-
hancemient of peace and seci-
ity inthe EAC Partner Stutes.

The EBAC Scorctaring,
since 2011, has been orgi-
nizing a semes of fruinings
for medis practitioners in the
Pariner States on the regional
integration process.

Anpiher raining oppor-
tunity is set for Arusha be-
tween September 20 and 24,
thiz year, for film makers and
documentary makers. So far
about 150 journalists, photo-
joumalists,  photographers

pnd editors hove benefitted
from the EAC-GLE trainings.
The Treaty for Estab-

lishment of the East African

Community stipulales pro-
motion of pedce, security and
stability within, and good
neighbourfiness gmong EAC
Partner States (Article 5 of
the Treaty) as one of its core
objectives:

The founders of the Com-
munity agreed that pesce and
security mre prerequisites o
social and eeonomiz develop-
ment and vilal to the achisve-
ment of the objectives of the
Community,
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