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Only a unified approachcantackle
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and regional lmﬂr\'ﬂl:h to se

curity deseries
a lot more thought lhaun hitherto
been accorded stich g

The need for such o coneeptual
frameworh oo tetrorlun fs panieulary
important given ihe riging ceses of er-
ros; attacks, especially in Kenya

B it does not have fo Be Hinied
te aldressing nervorism. The labyrinth
of challenges to pedce and  security
imchides other crimes sich as money
laundeting, human and druag traffick-
ing, poaching and the proliferation of
sl armm and light wagians,

There have been numeroms eifons,
even at the reghonal level, 1o address
peace and secunty isses. However,
these have lended to be mestricted to
apocitic sectors, say military m-upw

While Kenya is con-
stantly with the
threat of terrorism
anaﬂng mainly from
Somalia's Al Shabaab
militia, Rwanda has
had to deal with for-
mer genocide perpetra-
tors and Interahamwe
fighters for years,

atlon or meetings of religious leaders,
What East Africa now needs; hiow.
ever, s an all-inclusive approach that

brings toguiher the key participants
from varions secioes,

This i why the resolution calling
o the Ean Arican Legislative Assem
by and natignal parliaments 1o devel:
op a joini platfarm 1o work on issoes.
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mmmlm an 1mp1memmmui
all regional mmd%
protocoly and commitments. will
provide the iniial legal and sdminiy-
tratlve framewark for real work In the
peace and security sector 1o begin,

Thereafier, there is the obvious
need o develop 2 p of de-
liberate inclugion of persons and see-
tars of suclety that are offen beft out of
peace and security initiatives. Tlese
include women, vouth, childien and
various minoritiey.

An initial effon that has been pro-

d to Kickstart this arrangement

is the establishment of twinning pro-

frammes le and [nstitn-
thons of various mmm 1o Tacili-
mmnlalmhﬂm 1n actual fact, this
is already happening to some extent
with border communiiies, who have
long assoctated with each other, Sen-
sitization  campalgns targeting these |
coimtmunities. have in' the pam been
muhnadmmm%mﬁm
tives now need (o be
10 include other communi-
ties far from border areas, crealive fn-
dusteies, sohouls, universities, labour
movements, and as many uther sectors
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ity efforts,
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The [ramework (o be dwdm
will have to address all these m.mﬂ.v
as well as overlapping relat
bistween the various instinition. mﬂz
over, we need o take {nfo account ik
different pantner states bave
commitments o one or mnmhdﬂ'
and blocs.
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Peace and sceurity mkmmlgu
tertwined with the devet ni{
pamm Idgntity, and n

the use of Kiswalili shoubi hu ptnmge
uda:heﬂnpaframqlu the wh

A shamﬂ East African lentity lh.nt
naraws down our differences whild
exhibiting tolerance for our diversity
Wa M.mﬂ aspiet in the promotion of

. security,
mn'l?hli will alsn be better geprved
through slmple measures such as ob-
serving the same driving code - elther
\efi-gide driving 28 happens In Rwanda
and Burundi or rghi-Hand driving as in
{he rest ol [é.l:lkﬁ[ﬂm

0wl e i 1o adopt a
cOmMmon Hme zone; mh Rwanda
and Burundi are one hoor behind the
st of Exnt Alrica,

The peace and security challenges
faced hr East African countries are vl
wn locafized and differ in many wavs
calling for local solhutions, i

While Kenya |s constamly
with the threat of terrorism emanil-
Ing mainly from Somalla's Al Shabagh.
militia, Hmndn has had 10 deal m:ll[ :
lormer enocide and o=’
terahamwee fighters far vears. T

Yet, there are common grounds -
that can form the basis of inter-stale
eo-operation. A regional approach in
addressing seciirity threats will make. -
impossible for perpetrators of violenoe
in any part of gur tegion to find safs
sancruary anywhere clse among our
partaer slates,

SO 35 @ threat 1o Hmw anl Tanza-
nla as well, while terrorism in Nalobi
musi be taken as a fireat 1 the citizens
of and Bujumbura too.
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the way 1o establishing the basis for
lasting peace and multy in the region;




