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FEAC nations waive tourisim visa fees

Kigali. Monday

RWANDA, Kenya and Lgan-
da have walved visn fées for
foreign  residenis (o allow
2agy pecels to the region’s di-
verse tounsm experience

According 1o Yaming
Karitnwi, the Rwanda De.
velopment Board's Hend of
Department for Toursm and
Conservation, the waiver wis
agreed o under the Northem
Corridor Integmtion projects
milintive,

Known as the Eas Africa
Tourist Visa (EATV), forcign
redidents nolonper have 1o
pay the $100 fee for the viso

that is valid for 90 days effec-
tive December 13, 2014,

Karitany), said the waiv-
er on the single East Adtich
Tourist Visa was the next step
i consolidating and enrich-
ng the region’s tounsny po-
tential

“We are approaching the
rest of the world as & unified
and rich tousist | destination
with wvaried expetiences for
travellers, We are nlso post
tioning East Affica’s tourism
assets collectively as part of
the MNortham Comitdor late-
gration Projects,”™ Kantanyl
said ot the weekend

She sdded that joint mar-

keting programmes will be
cartied oan annually and will
cover toad shows such as the
Intermationsl Tourism Hoard
(ITB) and World Travel Mar-
ket (WTM) in 2015,

She pointed out that go-
ing forward, the partner statcs
will lobby for a single stand
dunng international tourism
marketing events

Outlining the maodalities
of implementation, Karitanyi
said eligible foreign residents
shill be igsued with inter state
poss on exiting the host siote
s visitor's pass endoried
i their passports on arvival
by presenting valid werk!

i its, Chher 1m-
nmﬁsﬁ:wl::mmprm&fma an
regulations will, however, be
maintaived. :

In preparing for the joint
marketing PrOLrRAIMES, she
noted that the pariner staies
were  alveady -geaning up
the teams involved by con
ducting destination rmning
workshups and dissemninating
inforation on the use of na
tiopal iderity cards, studenl
voters cards and the East Al
rica Tourist Viki .

Ugonda Toursm Roacd s
Chief Executive Officer Sl
phen Asumwe, snid (he devils
opment will bring exponentiil

penefits to foretgh residents

lising in the region

Oy countries hav
(HEnST MEny on ollen .iTl:lrn
serene  beaches, f0 prising
wildlife and gature, Q-
sile roserves, o hmisptr::hillu

Te. Tt is the place to vISiL
%e::rp ;rmlm'.l? ;u?;: inexhaust-
ible and this waiver offers our
region the best place 1o live
and wirk.

“We encomage his com-
prrnity to-bea part of the end-
fess discovery, encounter and
adventire of the best Iﬂumn_i
episade of Afnca at lhg. leasi
ufferdabls |:ri=:." Astimwe
anid.

¢a frich

"We encoumpe the pri-

vite Sector th I:afe ndvr:1:1-
tige of thig oppartunity o
ul'ﬁ_w unbw prckoges
while maximising  win-win
offers.”
_ Aeeording to Kenyu Tour-
ism Boand (KTR) Mannging
Ih_m-tlm. Mutiithi  Ndegwa,
t!ns_gwoa AL opportunity 1o
foreign residents in the three
_i'mncr Sutes 1o explore the
immense diversivy of wildlife
landscapes, culture, and hesi
loge, mmong other renownad
altractions either for weckend
BAtCWays, corporate retreals
or annual family holidays.

The just concluded fih

Northern  Curridor  Integrs-
g Summit  attended by
Presidents Uhuru  Kenyatia
of Kenya, Paul Kagame, and
Yower Muscveni of Uganda,
h_:ld i Mabrobi tast week, alst
directed Rwanda's Minister
of Infrastructure to convene
A meeling of Aurding Industry
stakcholders.

The meeting would final-
122 nepotiations on the Sth
Fresdom Traffic Rights om
Entebbe-Nairobi-luba-Nairo-
bi meznt 1o address: outstand-
ing msues 4o rediee the cost
of i travel in the region and
report o tie next Summmedi thist
will be held in Kigall,




