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HOUSE UF}SQUABBLES

Paralysis at as members
bicker over removal of Speaker
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The Enstdfricon

THE PROTRACTED fight to oust
the Speaker hns pasalysed opeta-
tions at the Enst African Legisla-
tive Assermnbly and stafled ericinl
leglatation destgned to take the re-
#ian’s integration agenda forward,

The paralysis means the House
cinnot conduet its usual buginess

“This means the MPs will not
be nble to debate Bills or run the
unital activities of the Heouse," said
an official at the East African Com-
munity’s Secretariag

The matter is s grave that EAC
Secretary-General Dr Richard Sezi-
bert hins said he will give the Sec-
retariat’s position on the Assembly
it the next Heads of State Summit
due this month. He said the As-
gembly wae in limbo and needed
guidanee from other EAC organs,

The last time EATA discussed
serious HAC matters was in June
whep it passed the EAC 2014/2015
Budget Bill. However, this was a
Council of Ministers' Bill that anly
required approval by the Honse

Amid the growing tensions and
bitkering, obaervers are begimming
to question the relevance of the re-
gional legislature.

AL this point, only the Heads of
State Summit can come in to issue
guidance to the assembly and redi-
rect it into nermaley” Dr Venuste
Karambizi, a university lecturer
and political analyst, ohserved.
‘Detherwise, East Africans will
atert asking questions.”

With the recent EALA sittings in
Rwranda freshoon their minds, ob-
servers see hosting 45 MPs withoot
any business being transacted as a
wasts of tesOurces.

Both the first and second ses-
sions wers adjourned due to the
hickering. The first was put off
ufter members raised izsues over
a Brussels trip and camps for and
aghinst Speaker Margarel Zziwa
traded insults, The second was ad-
Journed on the last day of buginess
owing to a quorum hitch.

The Assembly members are the
highest paid in the rezion and sec-
and only to Nigeria in Africa

Sinee January, when four major
Bills were hrought to the House,
there has been no serious debate.

 One of the Bills, the East Affi-

can Community Supplementary
Appropriation Bill (2004), was 4
Council's Bill It was debated and
passed in August. The rest — the
East African Community Co-op-
erative Societies Bill (2014); East
African Commumnity Cross-Border
Legal Practice Bill (2014); and the
East Afifcan Community Integra-
tion (Education) BN (2014) — are
private,

The Co-operatives Bill seeksa
legal framework for co-operative
socteties in line with the Treaty
to strengthen the role of the pri-
vate gector as an effective foree for
developing economies within the
partrer states, It was expected to
g (hrough the second and third
readings in Kigali but did not,
owing to the adjournment of the
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| EALA members risk premature
exit as squabbles paralyse House

The EALA in session in Kigali on October 28. Photo Curll Ndégeya
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“The ather two Bills are still in
their initial stages and there has
besn no mueh progress on them,”
the EAC official revesled,

The Cross-Border Legal Practice
Bill seeks Lo operationalise Article
76 of the Treaty, which provides for
free movement of labour, goods,
gervices, capital and the rights to
establishiment. It also takes cog-
nisance of the mutual recognition
of The aicademic and professional
qualificetions. |

The Education Bill provides for
peoplé-centredness and a market-
driven geonomy.

Thirty-four of the 45 MPs have
signed & petition to impeach Ms
Zziwa in a vote of no confidence
that she will not allow on the floor
of the Housa, Thev dre now seek-
ing the intervention of the Summit
and the Seerctariat to restrain Ms
Zziwa from holding office,

“The bottom line 15 an obtaining
paratysis in EALA" sald Kepyan
EALA representative Abnbakar
Ogle, "1 do not envisage resump-
tion of business for as long as Mar-
garet Zziwa insists that she is the
Spenker againet the wishes-of the
majority of MPa

*Ohr internal mechanisms re-
quired to resolve the issue have
failed becanse the rules of the
Honse give so much power to the
Speaker, who is Lthe aceused and is
presiding over the matter”

Fred Mbidde, a EALA MP from
Uganda, said e will move to the
Enst African Court of Justice seck-
ing the dissolution of the House.

“1will move tothe EAC Court of
Justice and petition that the House
has been paralysed and cannot
perform the functions stipulated by

Now only the Heads of
State can Issue guidance to
the assembly and redirect
it into normaley”

Dr Venuste Karambizl, university don

the EAC Treaty and, accordingly,
the Council of Ministers should be
urged to prepure appropriate pro-
posals for the Summit on how to
deal with the matter and by way of
proclamation dissolve the Assem-
bly,” said Mr Mbidde,

Another MP expressed the expec-
tation that Uganda’s President Yow-
eri Musaveni will request M= Zziwa
toy step dow,

Former EALA mamber Cathiering
Kirnura from Kenva said the sguab-
bles were a concern as they seem 10
b at the personal level rather than
over differences on principle. She
said: “The members should focus
on debating regional matters in the
Hiomse and resolve the other issnes
in the committess hefore they are
brought to the floor of the House."

Diseontent with the Speaker has
prompted the resipnation of five
members of the EALA Commission
and {our chairpersons of Standing
Cominittees of the House,

“The Tesignation of the Com-
mission, the highest policy mak-
ing organ of the Assembly, means
the House cannot conduct its nsual
buginess" noted Mr Abubakar. “In
its absenee, no calendar and/or ac-
tivities of the House can proceed.

“Such a declsion will have to be
approved by the whole House,

“The resignation of the chairs
of the Standing Commmitiees of the
House also portends a virtual crizsis
in the aperations of the committes
wiorks that should be feeding into
the plenary business."

He, however, sald a clear separe-
ton of powers between the execu-
tive, the legislature and the judici-
ary would ensure those accused of
corruption, , and
migeonduct are held accountable.

But the Smkﬂilldﬂlm will
only step down i due process is fol-
lowed in asking her to do so.

Suid Ms Zziwa: "We have rules

i the House and 1 will
owr. 1t's unfortunate that members



