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EALA roots for adopti9n of sU,.gle 
. . ' -! . ' 

tourist visa in all EAC membets 

Tourists walk up the Virunga National Park in northern Rwanda. File. 

~SB 
Rwanda Standards Board .Jnb announc.cmcnt 

The Rwantlu Standards Bourd (RSB) wonlcl like to recruit qualiticd individuals. commit1ed to its 
vision <mel mission tor the following positions: 

-· ... ·-·· 
I 

No Positions Profile Number 

1 Monitoring and Evaluation llachclor's Degree in Economics. Project 1 
Officer (R~-atlvcr·tizcd) Management. Mnnagcment, Development 

Studies. unci Business Ad111inistration. 
2 Administrative Assistant to AI in Sl:cretarial Studies, Office I 

the Director General Management. or 13achelor·s Degree in Public 
(Rc-advcrtizcd) Administration. Adminisu:ative Sciences, 

Munagcm.::nt, Sociology, Social Work. and 
Law. 

3 Food Certification Officer Bachelor's Degree in Food sciences. 1 
Microbiology. Laboratory technology. 
AgricuJt·ure scienCf;!S or Quality Management 
Systems. 

4 Non-destructive tests F:lach.:lor's Degre~ in Mechanical 1 

Laborntorics Officer Engineering. Electromechanical Engineering 
~ivil Engim;crin~. 

Hon' tu apply: 
1) lntl!rcst:ccl candidates should download and fill the application form available on RSB 

website: \_vww.rsb.gov.rw 
2) Qualified candidates should submit their well filled job application forms. photocopy or 

academic degrees, photocopy of' national identity card and all other relevant ducume;:nts 
r·datcd to wurk experience where it is required, by baud to Rwanda Standards Ooard I lead 
Oflice located at Kicukiro Centre, not later than 05/09/2016. 

N.B: 
The job descriptions for the vacant positions are available on RSB website: www.rsb.gov.rw 
Candidates should not apply for more than one position 
Only shortlisted candidates shall scat !"or a written test 
Candidates from other Public Institutions should pay attention to article 87 of the General Stat tli.C 
for Pub! ic Service before applying. 
Successt'ul cundiclates, whose academic certiiicatcs were awarded by loreign universities, shlluiJ 
be ready to provide the equivalent issu..:cl by Rw::tndo. High Education. Council (Very Important). 

By James Karuhanga 

THE EAST AFRICAN Leg
islative Assembly (EAIA) 
has urged the East Afri
can Community (EAC) 
Council of Ministers to 
fast-track the ratification 
of the Protocol on Tour
ism and Wildlife Manage
ment to facilitate imple
mentation of an inclusive 
East African Single Tour
ist Visa. 

This was one of the rec
ommendations in a repmt 
presented last week by 
the Assembly's Chair of 
the Agriculture, Tourism 
and Natural Resources 
committe, MP Christophe 
Bazivamo (Rwanda). 

Only Rwanda, Uganda 
and Kenya have 'a com
mon $100 East Africa 
Tourist Visa (EATV) that 
was law1ched by their re
spective Heads of State in 
2014. 

Two years ago, the trio 
waived individual visa 
fees to allow easy access· 
to the region's cultural 
and environmental di
versity. Bwundi and Tan
zania are not part of the 
arrangement while South 
Sudan, the latest entrant 
into the now six-nation 
bloc, is also yet to join the 
initiative. 

"In order to promote 
tourism across the bloc, 
all Partner States should 
implement the Single 
Tourist Visa," Bazivamo 
said. 

"Kenya together with 
Rwanda and Uganda are 
currently building the 
East African Tourism Por
tal which aims to popula
rise the region as a single 
tourist destination. Kenya 
together with Rwanda 
and Uganda are under
tal<ing uniform EAC des
tination branding at the 
key entry points." 

Bazivamo, however, 
noted there are challenges 
here and there, especially 
from the Kenyan side. 

"Some [Kenyan] tour
ists are not yet aware of 
the existence of the com
mon tourist visa. More
over, non-inclusion of the 
Republic of Tanzania is 
also a challenge for Kenya 
since most tourists com
ing to Kenya often have 
Tanzania on the list of 
their destinations." 

The three countries 
impl.emen~ed th~· single 
tounst VIsa usmg the 
principle of variable . ge-

ometly, which refers to 
the flexibility in the pro
cess of implementing 
projects and programmes 
in the integration process 
and the possible progres
sion of the activities in co
operation by some of the 
partner states as opposed 
to all partner states simul
taneously. 

Meanwhile, Baziva.mo's 
committee also urged the 
EAC Council of Ministers 
to put in place a fund for 
interconnectivity which 
allows Partner States to 
track movements of tour
ists and revenues from 
tomism. 

Hotel classification 
Bazivan1o also ad-

dressed matters regard
ing hotel classification in 
the region. -

He said hoteliers should 
contribute in funding the 
hotel classification pro
gramme as it facilitates 
them in marketing their 
businesses; regional res
taurants should be in
cluded in the exercise; 
while the Secretariat ti·ain 
personnel to execute clas
sification of hotels. The 
committee also pointed 
to the need for criteria 
for hotel classification 
in Partner States, to be 
benchmru·ked on intema
tional standards and con
tinually updated to ad
dress new developments. 

Bazivamo added: "The 
Secretariat needs to form 
an EAC pool of assessors 
to assess hotels in all EAC 
Partner States rather than 
local assessors to work at 
local level. The outcome 
would be more cred
ible. Qualified assessors 
should be part of this re
gional pool." 

The oversight report 
follows an on-spot assess
ment of selected hotels 
in Partner States by the 
EAIA committee. 

The EAC Treaty states 
that Partner States shall 
establish a common code 
of private and public tour 
and travel operators, 
standardise hotel classi
fications and harmonise 
professional standru·ds of 
agents in the bloc's tour
ism and travel industry. 

Partner States are also 
obliged to develop a re
gional strategy for tour
ism promotion whereby 
individual efforts ru·e re
inforced by regional ac
tion. 

In 2009, the EAC came 
up with common criteria 
to classify hotels, lodges 
and restaurants in Part
ner States. 

Meanwhile, MP Nusura 
Tipem (Uganda) said: 
"There is need for more 
information and data on 
tomis'm to ensure visi
tors benefit from as many 
tourism products as pos
sible.'l 

Tourism is a leading 
driver of economic growth 
in the bloc. In the past 
four years, tourism reve
nues doubled in Rwanda, 
the lawmal<er said point
il'lg to an increase from 
$201.7 in 2010 to $318.8 
in 2015. 
To~rism remains the 

leadi\1g foreign exchange 
eru·ner for Rwanda, hav
ing donti·ibuted 9.2 per
cent ~o the count1y's GDP. 
To~rism is also a key 

econ9mic sector in Ke
nya, 1 contributing about 
10 per cent to the GDP 
and eru·ning the count1y 
KShd 84.6 billion in 2015. 

It employs about . 
250,<DOO people in the 
modern wage sector and 
aboult 500,000 in the in
formhl sector, accounting 
for about nine per cent of 
total lemployment. 

"Tourism also has a 
huge. multiplier effect 
and stimulates growth in 
othe~ sectors such as ag
riculture, handicraft and 
construction due to its de
pendence on those other 
sectdrs," Tipem said. 

In !Uganda, the sector 
brin9s in almost 10 per 
cent1of the GDP and has 
emerged as a top foreign 
exchange earner. It con
hibutes more than $1 bil
lion to the Ugandan econ
omy, representing 46 per 
cent of exports. In 2013, 
towism directly created 
500,000 jobs and indi
rectly sup potted 400,000 
jobs in Uganda. 

In Tanzania, the sec
tor contributed to more 
thru~ 17 per cent of the 
totfiGDP between 2009 
and 2014. It also helped 
incr ase the number of 
inte~lnational visitor arriv
als from 582,807 in 2004 
to 1,137,182 in 2015 with 
tl1e total earnings from 
touqist activities increas
ing jfrom $746.2 million 
in ~po4 to $ 1,901.10 mil
lim~ in 2015. 
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