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New 'syst~m to manage building permits 
in secondary cities to be launched today 

permitting services, RHA officials said. 
Tiley e>..l)lained that applicants will now 

be able to track the progress of their appli
cations online and through SMS and email 
notifications. 

By Eugene Kwibuka 

RWANDA Housing Authority (RHA) will 
today launch a new system to manage 
building permits in secondary cities across 
the countly, a step that experts have de
scribed as a breakthrough in hrumonising . 
the issuance ofbu.ilding permits across the 
counby. 

RHA will launch tl1e Building Permit
ting Management Information System 
(BPMIS) in Musanze, Northern ·Province, 
in collaboration with tlle World Bank 
Group's International Finance Corpora
tion (Il;C) in an effort to fast-track organ
ised housing in tl1e cow1try's six designat
ed secondary cities. 

TI1e secondaty cities are Musanze in 
Northern Province, Rubavu and Rusizi 
in Western Province, Muhru1ga and Huye 
in Southern Province, and Nyagatare in 

Eastern Province. 
· Officials at the RHA say the system is de
signed to allow applicants to submit online 
permit requests, shorten the time required 
for one-stop centres to assess, approve 
and report on peimit applications and effi
ciently provide.feedback on sites and plots 
inspections. · 

"TI1e new system will bring about more 
transparency in the issuance of building 
permits because it will contain clear in
structions to follow and it will help us to 
keep the data that would othen>Vise be scat
tered across district offices in the countJ.y," 
said Eng. Alice Umugwaneza, director of 
housing inspection unit at RHA, at a news 
conference in Musanze yesterday. 

RHA cooperated With the World Bank's 
· IFC through tlle Investment Climate Re
form Program in Rwanda to design, test 
and deploy the system. 

EALA ·consults 
on draft law on 
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TI1e objective of the project is to avail a 
single online BPMIS to serve all districts. 
TI1e BPMIS will integrate the 0:r1.ly current
ly existing permitting system, for the City 
of Kigali, which will W1dergo upgrades to 
include new and useful features such as 
reporting and inspection. 

"The new techno\ogy will help to har
monise the issuance of building permits 
across the country. TI1e saQle way people 
have drivers' licences that are similar 
across the coW1b.y it will be the sa111e stan
dard with tl1e building permits, tlley will 
lookalil<e across tl1e country," Eng. Umug
waneza said. 

Cost-effective 
Apart from mal<ing permitting services 

more tJ.·ansparent and hannonised, the 
new system will also reduce time and re
sources needed by applicants to access 

By James Karuhanga 

TI1e new system is expected to afu·act 
investors in tl1e construction industJ.y and 
boost their trust and confidence in services 
delivered by the permitting and inspection 
entities because it will enhance account
ability of staff dealing with pemlitting and 
provide a helping hand in reducing in
formal settlements for acquiring building 
penn its. 

Officials also say that the system will im
prove Rwanda's ranking in World Bank 
Doing Business Report related to dealing 
with construction permits. 

It will also contribute towards the miti
gation of environmental impacts through 
reduction of use of paper by completely 
elinlinating manual processes and also 
store data in the national data centl·e for 
efficient and secure archiving. 
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THE EAST AFRICAN Legislative As
sembly (EALA) is consulting na
tional stakeholders on how a Bill on 
curtailing' human tr:afficking can be 
improved, targeting, among other 
deterrent measures, to severely pun
ish individuals and organisations that 
facilitate the crime. 

ner states need ~o hru·monise laws on 
human trafficlciJ;lg, put in place special 
laws tackling the crin1e, and cooperate 
in fighting and gunish the suspects. 

Nkusi told The New Times that 
countries also need to "improve the 
quality of investigation by training ju
dicial investigators and prosecutors, 
and if possible put in place special 
tmits that deal with tl1e matter." 

human trafficking 
Till'ee Rwandan EALA members; 

Valerie Nyirallabineza, Martin Ngoga 
and Christophe Baziva111o, yesterday, 
met experts from local institutions 
during a public hearing in Kigali to 
listen to their views on how the EAC 
Counter-Trafficking ·in Persons Bill 
can be enriched. 

. "Cooperation ~mong member states 
is a key issue," added N1msi. 

The Bill 
'The objective of the Bill is to provide 

for a legal framework for prevention 
of human tJ.·affi<;king, prosecution of 
traffickers, and development of part
nerships for cooperation to counter 
related crin1es in,the Commmlity. 

Nyiral1abineza, who chaired the 
sub-committee, said the main cause 
of the evil - human trafficking - is 
commercial sex activities, need for 
cheap or free labour and the illegal 
use ofhumru1 organs. 

"EAC partner states ru·e affected. It 
is imperative for the EAC to cooperate 
in the fight against trafficking in per
sons by having adequate policies and 
laws that will help us to work together 
in a coordinated mrumer," she said. 

Ngoga said the private member's 
Bill, introduced by Uganda's Dora 
Byamukama, last month, is meant to 
taclde a problem that is cross-border 
in nature. 

He said they were ready to "do more 
oflistening fuan lecturing" and be ad
vised on how to enrich the Bill. 

"Once we pass legislation, at the 
level of the East Afric.:m Commilllity, 
it becomes superior to national leg
islations. We by to avoid a situation 
whereby our regional legislations are 
in conflict with international legisla
tions;" Ngoga said. 

"But that should not be an issue for 
you Qocal stakeholders]; where you 
think there are deficits in your nation
al legislations, this is a platform where 
you can cmTect those deficits because 
the law of the EAC is enforceable in 
national comts," Ngoga added. 

Accordii1g to Faustin Nkusi, spokes
person of the National Public Pros
ecution Authority (NPPA), EAC part-

Article 18 of the Bill partly states 
that prosecution pf the offence of traf
ficking in persons and related offences 
shall be executed in accordance with 
the laws in respective partner states. 

Section three of tlle Clause adds 
tl1at such offences, in tl1e EAC, will be 
punishable by a mirlin1W11 of 10 years 
imprisonment. 

Frank Asiin1we, a legal expert from 
Future for African Actions on Sustain
able Initiatives, a local NGO, said it is 
imperative to draw lessons from best 
practices in Rwanda, including effmts 
to cmtail the crin1e tl1rough fue Immi
gration and Emigraton Directorate. 

Asiin1we said it would be "vety great 
to form a countJ.y task-force" to work 
with the lawmakers. 

Beata Mukeshin1ana, head of re
search at Rwanda Law Refonn Com
mission, said consideration needs to 
be given to witness protection. 

Ngoga said: "For Rwanda, this exer
cise comes at a unique time because 
you are discussing tllis when you are 
in the process of reviewing the laws." 

Experts from several public institu
tions, including ~e Ministries of Jus
tice, Foreign Affairs, and EAC Affairs, 
and the Law Reform Comnlission, 
agreed to write d9wn and send their 
views to EALA for consideration. 
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